
ONE MAN'S OPINIONS
BY N. D. COCHRAN

A Larger U. S. Army. Congress-
man Gardner's recent outbreak about
Uncle Sam not being prepared for
war is probably the beginning of a
campaign for a larger army and
navy. There are some things advo-
cates of a larger army should con-
sider before they go far with their
propaganda.

The people of this country won't
stand for a large standing army. If
we are to make preparation for war
it will have to be done by getting
ready a large volunteer army. The
basis of this, and the school of prep-
aration, must be the state militia or-
ganizations.

Organized labor of this country
which defends unorganized labor's
interests as well as its own is dis-
tinctly hostile to the state militia; and
with good reason. The use of the
state militia in West Virginia, Mich-
igan, Colorado and other states to
help capital win its battles against
union labor is reason enough for thi
hostility.

Workingmen generally have come
to look upon thfe state militia as an
arm of a capitalist-controlle- d govern-
ment a police force to suppress
strikes and shbot labor into indus-
trial slavery.

How will the militia be built up if
workingmen don't voluntarily join it?

The employers won't join. Capi-
talists won't join. There can be no
army unless the workers from farm
and factory shoulder the guns. And
how can we expect them to join the
militia in preparation for war when
they fear they might be ordered to
shoot down their brothers in times of
peace?

It may be that this country will
finally be embroiled in war with some
of the European powers. We are try-
ing to grab the trade bone while, the
other dogs are fighting about it; and
commercial competition means com

mercial war and often leads to real
war.

The first step in preparation for
war will necessarily be an entire
change of the functions of state
militia. State soldiers must cease to
be poilcemen and strikebreakers in.

the industrial war within our own1
borders.

And they won't lose much sleep
loving a government well enough to
fight for it if that government is
used to enslave humanity in order to
protect private profit.

Congressman Gardner wants a
larger army. How is he going to,
get it?

"Breed Before You Die." The
Herald is crowing loudly over an edi-

torial it published one day last week,
entitled "Breed Before You Die," and
dealing with the effort of England
and other European countries to get
soldiers to marry before gding to the
front and get children started to

the country.
I am always glad to help the other

papers along, and was naturally
pleased to note that the Herald knew
a good thing when it saw it Here is
an editorial that appeared in The Day
Book on Sept. 29, under the heading
"Science on Government":

"Not long ago possibly you read
how the German government was en-
couraging marriage of soldiers before
they went to the front. Now England
is adopting the same policy. The
Archbishop of Canterbury has taken
it up, and marriage licenses are to
be reduced in price and English sol-

diers encouraged to marry before go-

ing to war and possibly death.
"In this manner the governments

hope to increase the bitrhrate, so as
to have a growing class of workers to
take the place of those killed in
battle.

O yes, some of these children that
will be born within a year will be
fatherless babes, and their mothers
may have a hard time of it raising
them to manhood and working
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