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Having located John J. Mitchell as president of one of the Field banks,

with Stanley Field, John G. Shedd, president of the Marshall Field Co., and
Chauncey Keep, trustee of the Marshall Field will, on his board of direc-
tors with him, it is interesting to follow this master of Field millions further
into the mysterious maze of Big Business.

Mitchell is a director of the Chicago Telephone Co., which is owned by
the American Telephone & Telegraph Co., known as the BelL On the
board of directors of the Chicago Telephone Co. with him are Chauncey
Keep, Alpnzo Burt, D. M. Cummings, Robert T. Lincoln, Marvin Hughitt,
A. A. Sprague, U. N. Bothell, Theo N. Vail, B. E. Sunny and W. H. Miner.

There's Keep again Keep, the trustee of the Marshall Field will; and
Lincoln, chairman of the Pullman board, in which company the Field estate
is the largest stockholder. Lincoln is also a director of the big Continental
& Commercial National Bank and the trust and savings bank of the same
name. Also Marvin Hughitt, head of the Northwestern Railway, in which
the Field estate is such a big stockholder.

We find that Mitchell, Insull and Patten are a majority of the board
of People's Gas; that Mitchell, Lincoln, A. A. Sprague, Henry A- - Blair, Jim
Patten, Insull and John G. Shedd are seven of the nine directors of Com-
monwealth Edison; and that Mitchell, Chauncey Keep, Sprague, Lincoln,
Hughitt, Sunny, D. M. Cummings and Theo. Vail are all directors of the
Chicago Telephone Co.

We also locate Mitchell on the board of the Chicago City & Connect-
ing Railways Co. with Sunny, Cobe, Insull and L. A. Busby; and then all
of the railways in Chicago and this-par- t of the country, including surface
and elevated, are controlled by Insull, president of (Commonwealth Edison,
through Ira M. Cobe, Henry A. Blair and salaried employes of Common-
wealth Edison.

The board which controls the property of the Chicago City & Connect-
ing Railways Co. is composed of Ira M. Cobe, president of the Assets Real-
ization Co., as chairman of the board, and Jas. B. Forgan, president of the
First National Bank; John J. Mitchell,
president of the Illinois Trust & Sav-
ings Bank; Samuel Insull, president
of Commonwealth Edison; John A.
Spoor,' chairman of the board of the
U. S. Yards & Transit Co., and direc-
tor in more banks than any other
man in Chicago; L. A. Busby, B. E.
Sunny, president of the Chicago
Telephone Co.; Harrison B. Riley and
E. K. Boisot, director of the First Na-

tional Bank. Forgan, Sunny and
Spoor are also directors in the First
National.

One gets a better line on the in-

terlocking system of Big Business
when the trail is followed through
the banks, for they handle and con-
trol the entire money supply, includ

ing not only the deposits of the cor-
porations, but the savings of the peo-
ple as well; and they control credit,
which means a lot especially td the
man who doesn't stand in with the
powers that be.

How easily they run things to suit
themselves was shown recently when
a delegation of big bankers visited
the Board of Review and ordered
bank taxes reduced 20 per cent be-
cause of the European war and the
uncertainty of business. Then they
boosted the interest rate to 7 per
cent, which is equivalent to over 9
per cent, because they take the in-

terest out in advance and require the
borrower to keep so much money on


