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MACK IS RIGHT IN BREAKING UP HIS BALLf
CLUB, SAYS HUGH FULLERTON

r By Hugh S. Fullerton
Connie Mack either is proving him-

self the wisest man in baseball or he
is making the greatest blunder any
man ever made. He is ripping his
team, which, for four years has been
declared one of the four greatest of
all time, to pieces and next year the
Athletics will present a strange and
broken front. If Mack, in the next
two years, develops another team, he
will be the best we ever have known.
If not the argument still will be
open.

I believe Mack is making the wisest
and best course open to' the manager
of a team. The conditions are un-

usual.
FIRST, Philadelphia is a cheap ball

town. Even when the team is draw-
ing well the crowds do not pay as
much as smaller crowds do in other
cities. They have been trained that
way. -

SECOND, the Athletics never have
been a magnetic team. Their per-

sonality has not been known. Fe
of them had personal following.

THIRD, Philadelphia grew weary
of watching them; lost interest be-

cause they won so steadily. Last
year, with a world's championship
team winning another American
League peiinant, the team did not
draw at home. ,

FOURTH, the players are growing
old in point of service and are pros- -'

perous. They wanted higher salaries
in the face of a losing year! As a
business man, half owner of the
team, Mack could not see the way to
pay more; as a baseball manager he
realized that the team is past its
best and going back in some depart-
ments.

There will, of course, be-- loud and
long howl from the public over the
passing from the Athletics of" Ben-

der, Plank, Coombs, Oldring, and per-
haps Barry, Baker and even Collins.

But in any other business any
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business man would see that the
best thing to do is to clean house en-
tirely and rebuild the team.

To me it seems tha-Ma- is wiser
even than we have thought. He has
seen some of his players go back
steadily; has seen others grow care-
less of discipline and of playing" be-

cause of continued prosperity.
The question now is can Connie

Mack create from the remnants of his
old team a new pennant competitor?

He can if any one can. Mack is,
in my judgment, the greatest judge
of ballplayers we ever have known.
He is a remarkable student of play-
ers. He watched the colleges. It
is said that today there are a dozen
players in colleges who practically
belong to Mack.

In many cases Mack does these
things out of pure friendship for the
players or for the minor league man
agers. How many future Collins and
Bakers and Planks he has on demand
he alone knows. But is safe to say
he knows where he can get material
for a strong team. It is currently re-
ported that half a dozen mpre of the
Athletics, tempted by offers from
the Feds, tried to "hold up" Mack for
larger salaries.

Had they won the world's cham-
pionship he probably would have
been compelled to yield or to compro-
mise, but losing put them in bad tac-

tical position. Mack now has a strong
alibi to present in case he is criticized
for letting go his stars.
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Calf belonging Abe Braggo, 1129

Harvey av., locked up, Oak Park po-

lice station. Disturbed Oak Park's
Sunday.

Miss Hie-Din- g Ling, "U" of Illinois
student, spoke before Women's Trade
Union League. Says there are no
merry widows in China.

Red Crass asks for more aid. Third
carload of hospital supplies to leave
for Europe in few days.,,, gl


