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ALD. LONG PUTS OWE OVER

AGAINST CITIZENS
Members of the gas, oil and elec-

tric committee came nearly show-
ing their hand yesterday in the mat-

ter of the attempt "of. the telephone
trust to grab off the automatic.

Delegates from the Penny Phone
League, who are interested in stop-

ping such a grab and who want the
city to take over the automatic and
operate it as a municipal enterprise,
were there to ask that the city coun-
cil pass a resolution drawn up by
sixteen representatives of as many
strong organizations of citizens.

The resolution asks that the city
council authorize a committee, con-

sisting of two aldermen, a club-

woman, a reputable accountant and
a representative of organized labor,
to investigate and find out if the
automatic had 20,000 subscribers, as
required by the ctiy ordinance. If
they have not those 20,000 subscrib-

ers they have violated their agree-

ment and the city has the power to
seize the plant. .

Commissioner of Poublic Service
Ferry yesterday told the council that
the automatic people had not per-

mitted him to look over their books
in order to determine the number of
subscribers.

But still the suggestion that citi-

zens be called to aid the investiga-

tion greatly peeved Aid. Theo K. Long
and he hemmed and fussed and
finally managed to jam through an
order requiring the 16 citizens who
signed the petition to appear before
the council next week and explain
why they did it.

Aid. Merriam fought him and tried
to have the citizens' resolution
passed, but the odds were too great.

Those who signed it are: Margaret
Haley, Harriet Vittum, Harriet Tay-

lor Treadwell, Harry Franklin Por-
ter, Charlotte C. Rhodus, John C.
Kennedy, John T. Fitzpatrick, Mar-

garet B. Dobyns, L. P. Straube, Leo

F. Jeanmene, Morton L. Johnson, Ag-

nes Nestor, David F. Matched Chas.
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SANITARY REPORT CALLED AID
TO LIGHT TRUST

Statements that are "false" and
figures that are "unreliable" run
through an official report made by
o nnmmiccinn nf Riinuosed experts

for the sanitary district, according to
accusations made by Trustees Clark
and Paullin at the sanitary uu.uu
meeting yesterday. .

The accusations are made in a
written statement which will go into

v nn'niui nrripfififHnes. The "ex
perts" involved are Lyman E. Cooley,

consulting engineer oi me iuau,i,
John Ericson, city engineer; Wm.
Artingstall, assistant city engineer,
and L. K. Sherman, engineer. -

These engineers are engineering
for the "lighting trust," both Clark
and Paullin assert, and by the "light-

ing trust" is meant the Common-

wealth Edison Co. and the Northern
Utilities Co. and the chain of elec-

trical interests headed by Samuel U.

The printing of the report by the
board without special action author-

izing it was criticized by Trustee
Clark He told the other trustees:

"That' report will put you fellows
out of business. It will be used by the
lighting trust to kill off public con-

servation of water power. No trustee
with self respect can vote to adopt
the report."

The written statement says: The
report makes the false assertion that

Hi&trint has assumed ownership
of the city's distributing system un-

der the present city contract. It
makes the false assertion that ma-

terial for construction under the con-

tract is purchased in the open mar-

ket, whereas the fact is that nearly
all of it is purchased after sealed pro-

posals have been taken, following ad-

vertisements therefor."

Negro snatched purse of Nellie
Zeigler, 3218 Prairie ay; ?5.
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