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TRACTION OFFICIALS MAKE HUGE JOKE OUT
OF LAW WHILE NICKELS KEEP ROLLING IN

The men who now run the Chicago
street car lines, are One
law after anot&erjs a joke to the
traction masters. Piling up million-coll- ar

profits for New York bondhold-
ers out of the nickels of millions of
Chicago passengers, they keep on
shooting the bunk publicly, while pri-

vately they say: "To whoop with 'the
law."

In the office of the public service
department at the City Hall is evi-

dence brought in by men working
under the direction of Commissioner
Montague Ferry. This evidence con-

sists of reports made out in such
shape that they will snow judges or
juries in courts of law just the kind
of bunk the traction officials are
shooting.

It is said that this evidence is col
lected for the purpose of bringing
court action against company offi-

cials. If all the cases are tried for
which Commissioner Ferry now has
evidence there will be fines of more
than $200,000 and maybe $500,000
for the street car heads if found
guilty.

Investigators have been at work in
all parts of the city, keeping tab on
hundreds of cars. Each of these field
men has carried a book of blank
forms and checked off all violations
of law city ordinances. Numbers of
cars, motonnen and conductors,
along with the time of day or night,
and every point necessary to make

.out a case in a court of law, has been
tabbed.

Here are some of the tcity laws for
the comfort of passengers in Sec.
2210 of the general ordinances:

1 A sufficient number of cars on
each separate line .to carry passen-
gers comfortably and without crowd-
ing shall be run upon a proper and
reasonable schedule, and such sched-

ule shall upon request be furnished
to the city council or to any officer

for such purpose.
2. There shall be securely post-

ed in each car, where it may be con-
veniently read by the passengers, a
copy of this section of the general
ordinances

3. Seats and floors shall be "kept
clean" and smoking cars "cleaned
after each round trip."

4. A temperature of from 50 to 75
degrees shall be maintained for the
comfort of passengers and a ther-
mometer for the benefit of anybody
who wants to know how cold the car
is. Above the level of the heads of
passengers shall be openings for ven-
tilation, exits for bad air and intakes
so screened as to keep out dust and
dirt. For smoking cars there shall be
331-- 3 per cent more ventilating ca-
pacity than ordinary cars.

5. Each street or elevated car shall
be numbered, outside and inside and
shall bear signs upon its sides and
ends indicating both day and night
the route and destination of each car.
This applies to all cars except when
run in trains.

Fines of from $25 to $100 can be
slapped on the car companies for
each and every violation of the fore-
going provisions any time prosecut-
ors and judges want to go to it

On the union loop of the elevated
roads, 83,454,403 nickels were col-
lected in the six months preceding
June 30. Britton I. Budd, president
of the roads, so reported to the city
comptroller yesterday Along with it
was a check for $43,896.04, the city's
share. Budd turned it over "under
durance, with protest and all legal
rights reserved." This means that if "

the street railway lawyers can break
a hole in the contract by which the
loop pays rent to the city for the
downtown space it uses, the roads
will get their money back.
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