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MEN AND WOMEN DEMAND SPECIAL COUNSEL
FOR CITY IN TELEPHONE DEAL

A special attorney from outside the
city hall a lawyer who can come
clean of all telephone company con-

nections is demanded by women's
organizations and labor bodies to
handle the city's end of the tele-

phone fight from now on.
Harriet Vittum of the Woman's

City club, Margaret Haley of the Chi-
cago Teachers' Federation, Harriet
Taylor Treadwell of the Political
Equality league and Charlotte Rho-d-

of the Woman's party of Cook
county held a conference this after-
noon toward action for a special
counsel. The Chicago Federation of
Labor, the Penny Phone league and
the Wonian's party have all decided
they will not stand except under pro-

test for the city's legal opinions be-

ing written by Corporation Counsel
John W. Beckwith.

A petition signed by these organi-
zations will probably be joined in by
all the 16 organizations which de-

manded a special auditing committee
for the automatic phone count This
petition is addressed to Mayor Har-
rison, the city council and Chairman
Sitts of the gas-o- il committee. It
says in part:

"To prevent the city from starting
proceedings to claim the Automatic
telephone plant under the forfeiture
clause, the Chicago Tunnel Co. has
employed prominent counsel. A
strained and astounding construc-
tion was put upon the word 'serving'
by John W. Beckwith and Bryan
Craig, with the approval of W. H.
Sexton, who was then corporation
counsel for the city.

"This opinion was rendered Oct. 2,
1914, and is along the liens of an
opinion rendered by Eli B. Felsenthal
of the firm of Felsenthal, Beckwith,
Wilson & Spengler, the latter opinion
being rendered May 11, 1914. This
firm is in the employ of the Chicago
Tunnel Co.. It was not until Oct. 10,
1914, that John W. Beckwith pub

licly announced his resignation from
this firm. It should be clearly noted
that although Mr. Beckwith is now
corporation counsel, nevertheless,
on Oct. 2, 1914, at the same time his
name as first assistant corporation
counsel was signed to an opinion
which favors telephone capitalists, he
was also a member of a law firm
which takes money from and is pub-
licly known to be in the employ of
a telephone company.

"Therefore, we the undersigned,
deem it only fair to Mr. Beckwith as
well as the public, that a special cor-
poration counsel be appointed by the
mayor, following a conference with
representatives from the organiza-
tions undersigned."

The special accountant for the au-
diting committee to "assist" the pub-
lic service department in the auto-
matic phone count will be named in
a day or two. Mrs. A. H. Schweitzer,
the member appointed by the wom-
en's organizations, and Morton L.
Johnson, who wate appointed by the
Chicago Federation of Labor, met
this afternoon with Harry F. Porter, '

an efficiency engineer and manufac-
turing editor of the Factory Maga-
zine, to consider who should be
named special accountant.

Penny Phone league members wish
to refresh the public memory. They
call attention to the fact that "last
May, feefore the gas-o- il committee,
Att'ys Sam Ettelson and Dan Schuy-
ler set up the specific claim that the
Automatic then had 23,274 subscrib-
ers. Also that Ass't City Electrician
King told the committee that on Dec.
1, 1913, the Automatic company
was sending bills to 25,849 subscrib-
ers, though, as he said, "these figures
have no relation to the number of
BONA-FID- E subscribers."

The new count soon to be made
public may throw light on what the
real slump of the automatic has been
under the wreckers in controjl of-J- t .
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