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WOMAN'S CONGRESS TAKES UP

HUMAN PROPOSITIONS
The first session of the Women's

Legislative Congress, appointed by
the Illinois senate welfare commis-
sion to discuss pending legislation
concerning women Sndhildren, is
being held today in tlie Florentine
room of the Congress hotel.

Two bills drafted by Judge C. N.
Goodnow, for three years judge of
the court of domestic relations, will
be discussed.

The first one is an act making it
a misdemeanor for any person to
neglect or refuse, without reasonable
cause, to provide for the support or
maintenance of his wife, or without
lawful excuse to desert or neglect or
refuse to provide for the support of
his or her children under the age of
18 years in destitute circumstances.

This bill is so drafted as to give
immediate support to the family; it
makes the act of non-supp- a crime
and makes the punishment in case of
conviction a fine oT not to exceed
$1,200 or by imprisonment for not to
exceed two years, or by both such
fine and imprisonment.

The present penalty for wife aban-
donment is a fine of not less than
$100 or more than $500, or by im-
prisonment of not less than one
month or more than twelve months.

The present law applies only to
children under 12 years, and. the
proposed new bill extends the limit
to 18 years, Judge Goodnow con-
tending that children of from 12 to
14 years are still in school and at
that period are not able by physical
strength or education to provide for
themselves. He holds that the parent
is liable for the necessities of life un-
til the child reaches its majority.

The second bill that will be taken
up pertains to bastardy. The pres-
ent bastardy law is considered a very
inadequate one. It provides a maxi-
mum penalty of $550 to be paid in
ten years for the support of an ille-
gitimate child.

The proposed law as drafted by I

Judge Goodnow imposes a fine of not
to exceed $3,000 or imprisonment not
to exceed three years or both "fine
and Imprisonment. Payments must
be made to the mother-o- f the child
or to a proper guardian until it is
18 years of age.

It requires a bond to be given
every two years for eighteen years
instead of one bond for ten years, as
in the present law. It does away
with a fixed sum and makes the act
a support statute; does away with
the power to settle; gives the court
power to fix the amount with regard
to circumstances and financial abil-

ity or earning capacity of defendant;
also power to increase and decrease
the amount or vacate the order vat
any time, as circumstances may re-

quire.
A new section to the proposed law

gives the right to bring two or more
prosecutions' in case of birth of two
or more children.

In default of payment the father of
an illegitimate child may be brought
in for contempt of court and ordered
committed to jail and judgment may
be obtained and collection thereof
against the principal and sureties
upon default in any bond given to
secure paynietns.

This congress will discuss legisla-
tion abolishing the fining of prosti-
tutes and will also consider the ques-
tion of a minimum wage for women.
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MRS. YOUNG ,

Mrs. Ella Flagg Young was
superintendent of schools at a

board of education meeting Wednes-
day. She had no opposition.

Michael Collins was elected presi-
dent of the board and Jacob M. Loeb
vice president. Both are supporters
of Mrs. Young.

John D. Shoop, for his retirement'
in favor of Mrs. Young, took his old
job as assistant superintendent with-
out a dissenting vote.

2,000 people attended municipal
dance at Dreamland, last night ,,
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