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SHOULD SHOP GIRL BE COMPELLED TO GIVE

CHRISTMAS PRESEST FOR MAN HIGHER UP?
BY IDAH M'GLONE GIBSON

"Dear Mrs. Gibson," one harrassed
girl asks, "won't you tell me if you
think a girl need give money to buy
a Christmas gift for her employer or

(i some of those who hold positions
above her?"

I certainly do not Not one of these
people on whom these Christmas
gifts are showered but are much bet-
ter able to give to those who give to
them than are those who are doing
the giving.

' It is all right to give to our friends,
especially if they are in poor circum-
stances, but this idea of givng to an
employer hard earned money that
you need yourself is supremely silly.

The question of giving at Christ-
mas time is one that must be settled
by each one for herself, but person
ally I think if one sits down and
.writes a personal note to those
friends she wants to remember and
who she wishes to remember her at
the glad holiday time she will find
much more satisfaction in the deed
and confer more pleasures on her
friends than in giving something to
them that she cannot afford and that
they would rather not accept

Another much bewildered young
woman writes me about Christmas
giving as follows:

Dear Mrs. Gibson I may as well
state first that I am a girl who must
earn her own living .as I have no
relatives. I get ten dollars a week
in the store and, believe me, it is
all I can do keep myself in good food,

f(k a room to myself and dress on the
money. Of course, I want to save a
little each month. I had intended to
give my chum two white shirtwaists,
posting a dollar and a half a piece,
for Christmas. She only gets eight
dollars a week and she needs the
shirtwaists badly.

give money for a silver set to the man
who owns the store.

He said: "Every one who gets
your salary has given three dollars."

Ndw if I give to that I can't get
my chum her waists. I am afraid
if I don't give I'll create the dislike of
the man who is bringing the paper
around and I might lose my job.
What would you do, dear Mrs. Gib-
son? Margie.

It is very hard to advise in this
case but it seems to me that I would
not give one cent to the silver set
and I would give my chum the waists.
I'd tell Mr. Man when he brought
the paper that I could not do it, that
I wanted to give it to my chum. I'd
try to say it as diplomatically as I
could, but I'd stand for what I
thought was right in the matter.
Good luck to you and a merry Christ
mas to you and your chum.
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EDISON .PLANS TO PUT ALL HIS

EMPLOYES TO WORK
West Orange, N. J. Dec. 11. Em-

ployment for men and women thrown
out of jobs by the fire which de-

stroyed Thomas At Edison's gigantic
plant here was the inventor's main
problem today. When his workers
gathered about the.' ruins of the plant
he immediately arranged td put all of
them .to work, either in clearing up
the debris or in some branch of his
organization.

Edison has had but few hours
sleep in the past thirty-si- x hours, de-

voting his entire time to planning new
buildings, distributing his workers
and listening to reports from fore-
men. He has decided that all new
buildings will be of concrete.

Careful estimates df the damage
now place the total loss at $2,000,-00- 0.

Work of rebuilding is already
well under way. Henry Ford, auto- -

Yesterday the man who has charge mobile manufacturer and close friend
of our floor told me he was coming of Edison, is working with him today
with a paper for every one. of us tC in the reconstruction work;
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