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WOMEN'S CONGRESS DISCOVERS WHY SINGLE STANDARD OF
PUNISHMENT FOR IMMORALITY IS IMPOSSIBLE
By Jane Whitaker

Many of us have rebelled many
times over some of the evils that we
felt should not existln-h- law, many
of us have questioned why they were
permitted to exist and few of us have
ever received very satisfactory an-
swers.

Many times I have sat in the
court of domestic relations and fair-
ly seethed with indignation when a
baby thing, innocent and sweet, was
referred to under the legal wording
of the law as a bastard.

Many times I have questioned how
we dared take an innocent baby and
practically say to it that it must go
through life nameless, meagerly
provided for, shunned by more for-
tunate children; scorned when it
reached manhood or womanhood;
paying always for a sin it
never committed.

Many times in the morals court
where women of the streets are pun-
ished I have watched men who were
equally guilty receiving a light fine
or none at all; or I have heard a
morals squad detective say that he
didn't bring the man in and I have
wondered why we tolerated such a
condition.

"Don't they understand that wom-
en could not sell themselves if men
did not bid; do they not understand
that the man who buys is as guilty
as the woman who sells?" I asked
myself.

"If we take the great number of
stories told by these women, won't
we find that in the beginning some
man made every promise, used every
bribe to buy womanhood and that
today he is still buying.

"Then why 'do they never punish
the man and always the woman?"

And sometimes I have asked so-

cial workers. One of them told me
not long since that the reason the
men were frequently not brought
into court was because they werei
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married men and their families
would suffer from the notoriety.

And I thought: "Their daughters
may some day stand here as this
woman stands because the road is
made so easy for men."

Sometimes I have been answered
with a shrug of the shoulders; some-
times I have been referred to the
double standard. But the double
standard doesn't answer the ques-
tion because it isn't a double stand-
ard as far as women are concerned.
The thing a woman takes the great-
est delight in boasting of is the fidel-
ity of her husband or the clean
morals of her son. Women do not
want men to be less moral than
they.

Yesterday, however, seven hun-
dred women- demanded answers to
these questions in the first women's
legislative congress ever held and I
waited breathlessly for the answer.

A woman who has spent twenty-fiv- e
years trying to get a bill through

the legislature giving illegitimate
children the same right to inherit an
legitimate children was told why
her bill would not pass. A woman
who suggested that illegitimate chil
dren be given their father s name
was told why it would be the heighth
of folly to incorporate that in the
proposed bill.

Women who suggested that, since
the punishment for women prosti-
tutes was to be changed from a fine
to a year's sentence in some institu-
tion, the same sentence should be
passed o nmale prostitutes were told
why this would kill the bill.

The answer is very simple. It is
that no bill punishing equally a man
as well as a woman for acts of im-
morality would ever pass the legis-
lature because the lawmakers are
men.

There is a lot to ponder oyer in
that Two of the greatest existing
wrongs cannot be righted because
the lawmakers will defeat any at--
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