
I "Wp!r- tB

ONE MAN'S OPINIONS
BY N. D. COCHRAN

Destruction of Property. There
has been much said of the tremend-
ous destruction of property in Europe
since the war began and the big guns
began knocking down buildings and
even whole cities.
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Did you ever stop to figure how just
how muck the world suffers or
doesn't suffer by way of-- loss in the
destruction of buildings

Whose is the loss? Not the poor
for they didn't own any buildings.
They didn't have any property to
speak of. All they had was life and
labor. If they get back home with
their life after the war there will be
employment for their labor.

The land will still be there. And
if the slaughter keeps up long
enough the decrease in population
and pressure on the jdnd ought to
reduce land values. Labor can raise
just as much food ori. land as $10" an
acre as on the same land an
acre.

The property loss isn't worth both-
ering "about. v "

And possibly those of-- the1European
peasant soldiers who get back home
alive will have learned to think
while they were fighting for their
kings, and their native lands that
didn't belong to them. Jhey may get
the tfyught through their heads that
the native land they have been fight-
ing for has some relation "to THEM,
and that they have a right to live on
it and work on it and get a fair share
of the harvest.

Crime and Criminals.--! sometimes
think that we have a distorted notion
of crime; and then I wonder if any
of us know what crime really is.

We understand in a general way
that for a man to raid a henroost
and steal a chicken is criminal, even
if he is out of work and his children
are starving. J

And we understand that it is crim--
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Linal for a hungry to steal
a diamond off a silk encKtie ana turn
it into food, clothing and shelter.

It is also brutally criminal if a man
kills another man with knife, pistol or
bludgeon in order to rob him "of
money or other valuables.

It is criminal to steal, to forge, to
commit perjury, to counterfeit mon-
ey, to bite a man's nose or ear off,
to gouge his eye out, to obtain money
under to embezzle, to
set fire to property and to do a thous-
and and' one things the law says you
mustn't do.

All of us are guaranteed the right
to life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness, and various bodies of learned
legislators have written down in
books just what we mustn't do to in-
terfere with thai right in others.

What started me to thinking about
crime was a newspaper story I read
of the testimony taken by the New
York. Factory Investigating Commis-so- n.

A girl clerk in a New York de-

partment store testified as follows:
y "When I have to pay for a pair of

shoes or something like that I don t
buy meat for weeks at a time."

Another girl clerk said: "You see
yourself that the only thing left me
to economize on is food. I never eat
any breakfast at all. By experience
I found that was the easiest meal to
do without"

One young woman of 31 years
spent her. vacations, one week a year,
in her skylight bedroom, resting up
after a year's grind. And she hurried
down to the store every morning of
her "vacation" to see that some one
else had not been given her job.

And the substance of the testimony
twas that out of 104,000 wage-earne- rs

investigated, one-eigh- th "earn" less
than $5 a week, one-thi- rd less than
47, two-thir- got $10 or less, and
only one-six- th make $15 or more.

Of course, every one of those work-
ers has aiconstitutional guarantee of
the right of life, liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness. But it

i hard living, being free and pursu'ns:
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