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Neutral or Neuter? Hearst's pa-

pers give some prominence to the
statement of an English paper that
Hearst is really neutral. But perhaps
it means neuter. He seems to have
been becoming neuter in this country,
very rapidly. So let him neut. wheth-
er neuteraUy or neutrally. The dif-
ference is nix.

Investigating Criminals State's
Attorney Hoyne is a busy guy these
bright wintry days, with his double-head- er

investigation of crime and
criminals. , x

It appears that the newspapers, and
possibly the people, are mote inter-
ested in the investigation of the lit-
tle criminals than in the investigation
of the big criminals.

I mean by that there appears to
be more public interest in the probe
of grafting policemen, pickpockets
clairvoyants and thieves than in the
probe of rich taxdodgers.

When you get down to brass tacks,
however, the difference between pick-
pockets and grafting cops on the one
hand and rich taxdodgers on the
other is merely a difference of degree.
Both are grafters, but one is a big-
ger grafter than the other.

I, for one, take more interest in the
investigation of wholesale grafters
than in retail grafters and I place
rich taxdodgers among the wholesale
grafters.

Somehow or otljer I don't know
the reason wholesale grafting" does
not shock us like retail grafting does.
Petty larceny seems so disreputable,
so small and mean, while grand lar-
ceny is almost respectable and grand.

It's the same with prostitution. The
jnarried society woman who strays
from the path of virtue merely in the
pursuit of happiness is never arrested

"for1 her shortcomings, but the girl
who prostitutes her body from ne-
cessity, in order to buy food, clothing
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and shelter well, we have her arrest- -

ed and fined and humiliated and dis-
graced.

Possibly we get our impressions
from what we read in the newspa-
pers; and they, as a rule, kick up a
tremendous fuss over petty crime and
keep their feet still when our best
citizens are pulling off something big.

I am curious to see how the kept
newspapers will act when State's At-
torney Hoyne gets as deep into ng

as he has got into police
grafting. I imagine Hoyne is in for a
season of great unpopularity with the
kept press. For it seems to be bad
form for a public official to drag our
leading rich and eminently respecta-
ble citizens forth into the limelight
as violators of the law. Very likely
Hoyne would be blackballed for mem-
bership in the new Casino club. He's
evidently very rude.

To Make Prayer Effective. The
Christian world has been praying for
peace ever since the war began, and
rthos far without effect The fervent
prayers appear to have gone up in
"the air and stayed there.

Possibly this was because of lack
of organized effort, or absence of
rules and regulations governing the
prayers.

It might make prayer effective if
we could take the Russian Czar, the
German Kaiser, King George, Presi-
dent Poincaire, the Austrian and Ser-
vian rulers and any other king, czar
or emperor who wants to break into
the game, and lock them all up in a
room with instructions to stay there
and pray for peace until their prayers
are answered. 'In the meantime, all soldiers would
be ordered to take it easy and quit
fighting until their rulers got through
praying.

This would stop the slaughter, and
would give the Lord a chance to help
them that help themselves.

I feel quite confident that if the
longs would pray unanimously, and
couldn't'get'out'Of the room until


