
GERMAN REVERSES CLAIMED BY FRENCH AND
RUSS NO THREAT BY YANKEE WARSHIP

Paris. A gain of more than two
miles in Belgium, violent bombard-
ment by the Germans of the allies'
position along the main road from
Roye to Amiens, recapture" of lost
trenches after violent charges and
counter charges and substantial
gains in the Alsace district electrified
Paris today. Despite the snow and
mud which covers the entire field of
conflict the fighting was renewed to-
day with ferocity at many points.

Berlin, via Wireless to London.
The German official statement issued
this afternoon is in several respects
in direct contradiction of the French
claims. In the vicinity of Nieuport
to the south and east 6f Ypres, the
statement says, the German army has
gained some ground.

Northwest of St. Mouthold a de
termined French attack in force is
stated to have been repulsed and 200
prisoners taken. At the forest of
Brules, west of Apremont, the Ger- -'

mans captured one trench in which
were taken three French machine
guns.

Washington. No American cruis-
er ever threatened to bombard the
port of Tripoli, Syria, according to a
cable to Sec'y of the Navy Daniels,
from Capt. Oman, commander of the

'United States cruiser North Carolina,
of Beirut It was the Russian cruiser
Askold which threatened the bom-

bardment, Oman reported.
Petrograd. Complete failure has

marked the efforts of the Germans to
check the Russian advance at half a
dozen points on the long battle line,
according to the general staff reports.

The combined German-Austri- an

offensive has been turned into a stub-
born defense with the Russians press-
ing wedges into the dual line.

Berlin, via The Hague. Today's
official reports throw little fight on
the general situation, although
minor gains are reported against the
Russians in Poland. There it is

stated the German lines have been
advanced at a number of points on
the lower Vistula. Fighting contin-
ues southeast of Skiernlewics and
between the Pilitza and the upper
Vistula. The weather, however, con-
tinues to hamper a general advance
and ground is gained literally by
inches.

Intimations are given at headquar-
ters that another important move
is impending in the east, but no hint
as to just what is contemplated can
be learned. However, there is an air
of great confidence everywhere in of-

ficial circles that a trap will soon be
sprung which will have an important
bearing on the Russian attempts to
retain Warsaw.

In Alsace the French continue
their efforts to advance against n,

but so far without success.
The French attacked near Arras and
also in the vicinity of Verdun, but
were driven back with enormous
losses by the German armies there.

Vienna, via Wireless to London.
In an official statement today the
Austrian government claims that the
Russians have again been forced
back after fighting of the fiercest
character. The statement says:

"North of the Dukla pass the Aus-tria- ns

have avoided a series of
planned Russian attacks and have
maintained their original positions.
In the neighborhood of the Carpa-
thian ridge and in the plain between
the Bzura and the Donajec rivers the
enemy has delivered a series of fierce
attacks, all of which have been re-
pulsed.

"On our south front there have
been a few frontier skirmishes with
the Servians that have been compar-
atively unimportant. At Semlin' the
Servians have been able to blow up
a bridge."
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Sullivan, Ind. Dynamite explosion

destroyed 2 saloons and meat market,
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