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THE GIRL WHO IS MOST CONCERNED ANSWERS QUESTION:
THERE ANY SOLUTION TO PROBLEM OF PROSTITUTION?"

By Jane Whitaker
After I had talked with the four

people I believed had given the most
thought to the subject, Miss Jane
Addams of Hull House, who has gain-
ed a reputation throughout the coun-
try as a "friend of women"; Mrs.
Leonore Z. Meder, whose social serv-
ice work was responsible for her ap-
pointment to the position as commis-
sioner of public welfare; Judge C. N.
Goodnow, who presides over the mor-
als court, wherein hundreds of girls
of the street are brought each month;
Miss Kate Adams of Coulter House,
who is devoting her time to the prob-
lem of saving girls who have gone
astray, I asked the question, "Is there
any solution to the problem of prosti-
tution,"' of a girl who is most con-
cerned, a girl who is soliciting on the
streets of Chicago today.

From the story this girl has told me
of her mother, there wasn't time for
romance or dreams, and yet I think
it was the divine spark of beauty in
the mother's heart that made her give
the name of Violet to the little baby
girl born twenty-thre- e years ago, for
her eyes are like two violets, deep,
deep blue, and wonderfully beautiful.

Not alone has she beautiful eyes,
but she has hair like spun gold and
features so finely molded as to seem
chiseled from marble.

Her eyes opened very wide when I
asked her this question.

"DO you mean is there any way
to stop girls going on the street or to
pick them up when they are on the
street?"

"Both," I answered. "Is there any
way by which prostitution can be
stopped and the victims of it restored
to a condition where they will not
continue in the life nor other girls
start?"

She laughed, and it wasn't a very
pleasant laugh. "The trouble with
you and all of you," she answered,
"is that you limit the idea of prosti-
tution to the street walker. There
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are plenty of prostitutes that are not
on the streets. There are plenty of
prostitutes that you would be very
glad to have the acquaintance of and
would never suspect they were pros-
titutes. There are a lot of your

respectable women who are
prostitutes in secret, women who
have tired of their husbands and love
some other man, women who call
what they are doing by some

name that makes-i- t seem all
right, but who are prostitutes just
the same.

"It is because we know these
things that your reformers don't get
very far with us. A crook cannot be
reformed by a man he suspects of be-

ing a crook without the sand to let
the world know, and a prostitute can-
not be reformed when she is wonder-
ing if the woman who tries to reform
her is good because she never had a
chance to be bad or is called good
because no one but herself and one or
two others know she is bad.

"Don't howl so much about bare-
faced prostitution. It isn't that that
hurts your society so much. It is your
secret prostitution that's doing it.

"You don't dare deny that you can
see fashionable women, women the
world respects, keeping dates with
men who have no more right to re-

spect them than they would have us.
"I don't suppose you'll print a word

of what I have said, and so I better
tell you what you want for the paper
and keep the rest to myself. Teach-
ing us something in school may help
a little, but you have got to figure out
how to get shoes and clothes to kids
whose mothers cannot buy them, for
lots of youngsters stay home front
school and leave school riot to go to
work, but because the youngsters are
ashamed to wear what rags they have
and no one gives them anything bet-
ter.

"You ought to have some place
where a girl who has to work all day
can meet a man who has to work all
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