
LETTERS TO EDITOR
THE t)AR SITUATION

Editor Day Book Hooray! Great
news, fellow straphangers. Chicago's
traction problem is solved. If you
don't believe it read Chairman
Block's effusion on the subject. All
settled. Nothing to do till tomorrow.

v Then you) can hang upon a strap for
an hour or two while your fellow vic-
tims walk on you and shove you
around.

If it's a cold day such as we have
had for the past couple weeks the
temperature may be up to freezing
in the car In that event tell your
troubles to the Chicago Tribune's
Straphangers' Alliance. That will
ward off pneumonia and rest your
aching bones, and, further, it will
solves the traction problem.

Doubtless, the Tribune will have a
safe, sane and sure thing to offer in
the way of a solution to your trou-
bles.

If the old "Trib" runs true to form
you may expect strong advocacy of
a Dinky Downtown Subway, or some
other method of putting the taxpay-
ers' traction fund out of the way as
a menace to the peace of mind of the
traction interests.

Then, if the solution don't suit you,
all you will have to do is to wait a
few days more.

The payroll patriots at the city hall
are not in good form yet. It has been
a couple of years since they were
compelled to reluctantly drag out the
poor old traction skeleton from the
municipal closet and lambast time
out of it for the edification of the
voters.

You can't expect them to be bat-
ting in mid-seas- form for a week
or two yet, but be patient, give them
a chance. The solution will be
forthcoming. But, fellow victims,
don't absorb the idea that all these
solutions are going to help you any.
Not so you will be able to notice it
Mr. Block's solution is not for the
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worker, if you will notice his state- -

ment published in evening papers of
Dec. 30. It's for non-rus- h hours. It's
for shoppers and irregular patrons.
Not that they are not entitled to a
seat and decent conditions, but that
it won't help our real traction ques-
tion. V

The writer rode from 79th and
Halsted on the evening of Dec. 30 in
a car "heated" to 30 degrees. It'took
1 hour and 17 minutes from 79th st.
to Van Buren st. "Sunshine trans-
portation." '

From Archer av. to Van Buren st.
cars were end to end, not exceeding
5 to 7 seconds apart. Every car was
jammed and they crawled along as
they always have and always will un-
til voters get together, forget this
party bunk and do something.

Don't be kidded into thinking a
downtown tube is going to be any
more than a poor makeshift. That's
all it is in Boston, where, all surface
and elevated trains use the subway.

New York has "rapid transit." You
pan travel 30 miles in New York
quicker (and, incidentally, in com-

fort), than you can travel 10 miles
in Chicago.

Chicago can have rapid transit,
real subways, which will more than
save their cost each year in time
saved for workers, but don't look for
it through politics. Get together and
do something. Insist on being shown;

N. C, S. Peoria st.
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CHRISTMAS PRESENTS
Editor Day Book Now that

Christmas is over for another year
it is well to take stock and see where
we .stand.

The banker must have a feeling of
contentment, for with the new cur-
rency law allowing him to keep 12
instead of 15 per cent reserve, and
the cotton pool that gives the bank-
er the government money to loan to
the cotton farmer at anywhere from
8 to 15 per cent (instead of the gov-
ernment loaning it direct, as was the
fanners' .understanding), a general
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