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GERMANS HAMMER FRENCH IN
BATTLE OF AISNE

Gerlin, Jan. 15 (Via Wireless)
Claims that the French lost enor-
mously in the fighting north of Sois-so- ns

when they south of
the Aisne and an admission that Ger-
man trenches taken during the night
near Megnil were later abandoned be-

cause they were found impossible to
hold without heavy sacrifices were
made today. The war office declares
that the French assault on the Ger-
man lines north of Verdun near Ailly
have failed.

Paris. Severe fighting continues
northeast of Soissons. Germans took
the French positions at St. Paul in
that region, but the French were im-
mediately reinforced and regained
the ceded positions after a stubborn
fight. North of Arras also heavy
fighting continues, French Zouaves
having taken a line of German posi-
tions following a series of bayonet
charges.

From the sea to the Lys positions
severe cannonading continues, with
the French progressing slowly in the
vicinity of Lombaertzyde and Bece-laer- e.

In the region of Targette, St.
Laurent, Andechy and near Rbye the
French artillery has silenced the Ger-
man guns and slight gains have been
made.

Vienna. The war office today an-

nounced that the Russian attacks on
the positions along the Nida have
ended for the present. Every effort
to take the Austrian positions in this
section has been repulsed with
heavy losses to the enemy and prac-
tically none to the Austrians.

Teheran. The Turkish forces
which occupied Tabriz are now press-
ing on toward Djulfa and will be sup-
ported by a further Turkish contin-
gent which is advancing through Ur-m-

Salmas.
Paris. Despite claims of military

officials that the Germans will not be
able to follow up their successes
north of the Aisne and east of Sois-
sons, where they drove the French
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from more than five miles of
trenches, there is a fear that the
enemy is preparing to make another
attempted dash on Paris.

Reports show that the Germans
ahve already pushed forward close to
the river bank and have mounted
heavy artillery in the trenches re-

cently held by the French. They are
pouring a heavy fire into French lines
south of the river.

Along the Yser and north of de

and Nieuport the allies,
have instituted a new drive against
German positions. It is declared that
German fortified positions at Wes- -.

tende have been very badly damaged;
To check the fire German amiators
have vainly tried to drop bombs on!

the warships, but so far have failed1
to strike the mark. "

t
The kaiser's presence at Soissons

lends importance to the movement
there and the French lines in that vi-

cinity are being constantly rein--
forced. '3

' It is rumored that Germans havej
gained distinct success in Upper Al- -j

sace regions, despite immediate de- -
nials at war office, and there is ap- -j

prehension that the campaign therej
has met with some sort of check.

Petrograd. Russian drive against;
the German lines along the northern
East Prussian frontier is declared to,
be increasing in proportions. The'
entire Russian left wing is now said;
to be, engaged and to be forcing the;
Germans back on their main defense
positions.

Germans have succeeded in ad- -,

vancing beyond the villages of Bin
Skupi and Sucha, northeast of Bol-imo-

but despite this admission the
military experts here claim that it
will be impossible for them to gain J"

any real advantage &t this point.
Correspondents at the front quote

the Russian staff as believing that'
the present movement is intended toi
cover a general withdrawal of the
German forces to the westward. They
Say that there are plenty of evidences;
that Von Hindenburg is at last coa--
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