
INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION PLANS PROBE OF
RAIL ARBITRATION

fiFive men sitting in a room in the
federal building today have in their
heads and mouths .h last say-s- o

about the pay and the work of 100,-0- 00

engineers and firemen on 72
western railroads. '

Before they get through it will cost
ovr a million dollars for both sides
to tell their stories to the arbitration
board.

This whole arbitration show from
top to bottom is to be investigated
by the United States Industrial Rela-
tions commission next month, it was
said at the commission's headquar-
ters today.

The fee of James Sheean, one Chi-
cago attorney, is reported to be $100,-04- 0

for his efforts in this one case.
He is the same high-pric- lawyer
who was special assistant U. S. dis-

trict attorney when the government
lost the famous beef trust case.. Now
he is with the railroads.

gtacks and bales of testimony,
charts, diagrams and technical re-
port sheets have been brought into
eiadence. The hearing has been on
tearweeks and will run maybe anoth-
er, ten weeks.

The expense is piling up into what
will be a record breaker among arbi-
tration proceedings. An expert sta-
tistician and W. H.
L&Uck, hired by the brotherhoods, has
spent over $60,000 for comprehensive
and detailed exhibits on the wages
and working conditions of railroad
employes. Both sides have corps of
investigators, clerks and stenogra-
phers. Photos and records have been
made of payrolls and time sheets of
aB railroads, this on demand of the
brotherhood officials and over the
protest of the railway officials. It's
got so that trucks and porters with
heavy muscles have to be on the job
In .order to bring in the evidence.

Then, when the evidence is brought

case is balled up worse than before.
Yesterday, for instance, A. M. .Wiltse,"
chairman fuel economy committee,
Burlington road, showed that a fire-
man "frequently" throws five scoop-fu-ls

of coal into a nengine furnace
in one minute or about 300 scoopfuls
an hour. A week before another rail
official estified differently. W. J
Tollerton, mechanical superintendent
Rock Island road, referred to blue
prints and said that on test trips the
highest number of tons shoveled by
a fireman was 26 and the fireman
shoveled it in 3 hours, though he
.was on duty over 14 hours."

An engineer testified one night he
stopped his engine with a fierce and
sudden jerk when a signal was
flashed on him. It was one of the
company's "surprise tests." The
companies do this to be sure engin-
eers are not sleeping in the cabs. In
this case, testified the engineer, the
fireman was flung against the side
o fthe cab and had his collar bone
broken. The company brought in
the fireman, who swore he never had
a broken collar bone. The brother-
hood officials then offered to have an
X-r- ay photo made to show where the
break in the bone is.

An official of the firemen's brother-hooo- d
said to a Day Book reporter:

"It's a good show. It'll cost a mil-
lion before they get through. All
we're kicking about is we don't get
anything out of it We're getting
a little tjred of being good losers. It's
just one grand arbitration show after
another. I can't remember any time
in years when so many of our men
were talking strike and kicking
against handing over "to a board of
five men full power to fix wages and
working conditions."
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A famous Arctic explorer Ts dead

at Palm Beach, Fla., which is one of
the finest places in the world for

in and the experts have spoken the J Arctic exploration. v
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