
16,000 CARPENTERS THREATEN
TO STRIKE APRIL 15

Unless the contractors come to
terms 16,000 carpenters will go on
strike April 15. If tbeydo this will
swell the total of building trades
strikers to 35,000 unless the differ-
ences of the other unions and the
contractors are settled meanwhile.

The protest of the carpenters is not
so much against the universal agree-
ment as it is against the present wage
scale. They ask an immediate in-

crease to be followed by increases of
2y2 cents an hour in each of the next
two years. This the contractors are
unwilling to grant.

Though the proposed universal
agreement has not been fought by
the carpenters as a unit so far, at
the same time another agreement has
been drawn which contractors have
been asked to sign. This agreement
is a modification of the proposed uni-

versal agreement and is drawn along
the lines of the agreement under
which the carpenters are now work-
ing, which, though similar in many
ways to the universal agreement,
permits greater liberty and indepen-
dence for the working men.

"We will strike if we don't get our
raise," was the terse statement given
at headquarters of Chicago District
Council of Carpenters today.

Though there are 10,000 painters
in the district council which will go
on strike tomorrow in protest against
the agreement, but few men will be
affected. Less than 2,000 will be
obliged to lay down their tools. The
reason for this is that contractors not
affiliated with the Painters' and Dec-

orators' club are signing the inde-

pendent agreement offered by the
carpenters and with no regard to the
dictates of the employers' ass'n.

Plasterers will take a strike vote
tonight. Electricians today gave as-

surance that they were in readiness
to pull every man off the job.

The conference between the build-

ing trades unions and the employers
yesterday brought no results. No re

sults were expected by anyone on.

either side. Its principal purpose was
to prepare a whitewash coat so that
certain folks could say after trouble
began, "Well, we did our best, our
hands are clean."

Even Sam'l Gompers went into the
conference room with the very best
of knowledge as just what was going
to happen. He heard the universal
agreement roasted and he heard its
champions rip into the attitude of its
opponents.

Gompers left the conference room
as absolutely neutral as he has been
all through the row.

Representatives. of the four insur-
gent unions arose in the meeting yes-

terday and repeated the assertion
that they would accept no compro-
mise that did not abolish the joint
agreement or else omit clauses ob-

jectionable.
Today they will present an agree-

ment drawn along the lines they
think proper. This is certain to find
rapid repose in the depth of a waste
basket on its arrival at the office of
the Building Construction Employ-
ers 'ass'n. Hope for peace seems
vain. There is scarcely a ghost of a
chance of getting together.

There is to be an indefinite period
of peace in the milk trade. The driv-

ers will take no immediate action, but
will give the employers every oppor-
tunity to think it over and accede to
their demand f6r one day's rest in
seven.
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CONVICTS WANT SUNDAY

Ossining, N. Y. Convicts of Sing
Sing want a chance to hit Billy Sun-

day's sawdust trail. They have in-

vited the baseball evangelist to the
prison, with approval of Warden Os-

borne.

G. J. Watson, real estate man,"
charged by G. E. Hutchinson, 1416
Rosemont av., with embezzlement

Negro attacked Elsie M. Hunry-age- r,

19, 8836 Princeton av. Crowd
pursued. Escaped.


