
CARPENTERS SCORE TRIUMPH
OVER CONTRACTORS

In the campaign for labor peace the
carpenters have passed the buck to
the Carpenter Contractors' ass'n.
The carpenters have accepted the
plan of the state arbitration board
and declared willingness to mediate
with the contractors. It is evident
that this move is not pleasing to the
contractors, but it is believed they
will gracefully 'accede to mediation
proceedings, knowing they would be
damned by public opinion if they did
not They will make decision by
Thursday.

Mediation does not mean arbitra-
tion. The former means no more
than open discussion.

Nothing said or done during me-

diation would be binding. Action
taken during an arbitration meeting
would be binding. The state board
hopes that arbitration may follow the
getting together of the factions for
mediation.

Labor leaders are not displeased

A with the situation. Not all journey-
men are out of work. Of 16,000 out-

side carpenters, 4,000 are employed
and there is work with fair con-

tractors for 3,000 more as soon as
material can be secured. Of 270 con-

tractors employing the 5,000 inside
carpenters, 55 have signed' the fa-

vorable agreement, which 800 outside
carpenter contractors have signed.

Officials of the painters', and lath-
ers' union say they have more men
at work than there were working at
any time last winter. R. C. Stewart,
business agent of the hardwood fin-

ishers, has been especially success-
ful in getting big contractors to sign
his unions agreement

The lumber dealers' ass'n has
voted to refuse to sell lumber to con-

tractors who are employing union
men in opposition to the contractors'
ass'n. They control 85 per cent of
the yards. It is believed the other
yards can increase their capacity suf-

ficient to care for the contractors
who want to work.

Unclt Sam may dab his finger in
the 'local mess. Secretary of Labor
Wilson, in Washington, has an-

nounced willingness to enter the dis-

cussion if' invited by either side.

JUDGE WALKER GETS PARDON
FOR CONVICTED MAN

humane judge can do and still ob- - ( j
serve the written laws or the state.
A few days ago a story was printed
about Frank Kruska, who had been
sentenced to Joliet penitentiary by
Judge Charles M. Walker when he
pleaded guilty to a charge of bur-
glary,

Kruska was a very poor fellow. He
wasn't a confirmed crook. He trav-
eled with no gang that would go out
and raise money to pay for his

And he was guilty of violating
the law.

Most judges would have wasted no
time with Kruska. They would have
heard his plea of guilty and then sent
him to prison for an indefinite num-
ber of years.

But Judge Walker forgot the iron-bou- nd

laws that were written years
ago. He saw Kruska as a man whir
deserved some chance. He conferred
with State's Att'y Hoyne and the lat-

ter agreed to have the man sent to
Joliet for a year with an order en-

tered for the man's release at the end
of that time.

The years is up. 3ut Att'y Gen.
Pat Lucey protested against the ac-

tion of Hoyne and Walker in enter-
ing the order. Lucey was right le-

gally. Both Walker and Hoyne re-

alized that. So the order was erased.
Rut .Tii d ere Walker made it his ner- -

sonal affair to go to Gpv. Dunne and (
ask a pardon for the man. it will ne
granted. A little more humanity like
this from judges might help restore
some of the weakening respect for
the courts.

o o
Harry Shippy, 26, son of former

chief of police, died at Wesley hos
pital from operation. ' l


