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GAS TRUST TREMBLES

AS CITY THREATENS
.

Promise of Mayor-Ele- ct Thompson to Push Suit for
$10,000,000 Against Peoples Gas Co. Arouses

Talk History of Suit,

There's a $10,000,000 cash prize
fight coming off in this town. The
last referee in the fight is the supreme
court of Illinois. The judges of that
court will say who gets the $10,000,-00-0.

'Mayor-Ele- ct William Hale Thomp-
son says the fight is coming off. And
he says he's going to throw his
fiercest blows, the best punches he's
got.'into winning the fight.

" Here's where the $10,000,000 prize
comes from. The city council in 1911
fixed gas rates at these prices: 75
cents per 1,000 cubic feet for the first
year, 70 cents the next two years and
68 cents the last two years.

Engineers went through gas plants
from top to bottom and reported the
People's Gas Light & Coke Co. could
make money, could haul down profits
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every day, at these rates. They show-
ed the assets of the gas company,
how gas is made and piped and me-
tered all about it And everybody
except a few gas millionaires like
Roger Sullivan andSam Insull said
it was a good ordinance. The coun-
cil passed it.

Mr. S. Insull, the money rnqn, and
Mr. R. Sullivan, the politics man of
the gas company, got busy. They got
injunction and other suits into dif-
ferent courts. The gas company
charged the same old prices in the
same old way.

But this happened. A court order
commanded' the gas company to pile
up in a separate 'pile all the money
that made the difference between nt

gas and the rates fixed in the
city ordinance.


