
He ha'd good control, plenty of speed
and a fine curve. He appeared in for
a successful season. Whether an en-
forced vacation now will set him off
his stride is something, that only time
can tell

Humphries will not be ready for
another three weeks. In the mean-
time Bresnahan must employ all his
strategy and the batters must ever-
lastingly pound the pill to remain
within striking distance until the
pitchers become of value.

The batting has been fine an'd dan-
dy, some of the best work coming
from unexpected sources. Fisher,
billed as a light hitter, has been a
sensational and welcome surprise. He
.has been the loudest walloper in the
outfit so far. Williams is beginning
to hit, and McLarry is meeting the
ball squarely.

There is only one point where the
team needs propping right now and
that is the pitcher's box. It will have
to come from the men already
ployed and will take time. In the
meantime, except on rare occasionsf
the Cubs must win by batting good,
pitchers harder than the other clubs'
can batter easy pitching. It is a
large order.

Better things can be looked for
from the White Sox after the South
Side park is reached, which' will be
tomorrow for the opening game.
Manager Rowland is not satisfied
with his intial lineup, with Breton at
third and Felsch in the putfield, and
has placed Bobby Roth on the diff-
icult corner, Jack Fournier taking a
job in the gardens.

It will require time to sift this new
alignment to fighting trim. It will
also take time to perfect teamwork
between Weaver, Collins and Brief in
the infield. This means morning prac-
tice and lots of it From tomorrow
the Hose will be here for a long stayw
and the forenoons will be busy
riods.

Batting practice will also receive
some attention, as the hitting in the
last two or three games has not been
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noteworthy. On paper, however, tho
club looks like a powerful aggrega-
tion, and a few games now will be
lessons in strengthening certain:
points.

Detroit, heading the flight, is not
far out in front, and the Sox are
within easy striking distance.

Up in Detroit they are beginning
to talk pennant Jennings is doing
wonders with a patchwork organiza-
tion and if he can hold it together
until one more veteran returns he
will have an excellent chance of be-

ing in the fight all the way. Cobb is
playing with greater zest than ever
before, and Kavanaugh has well tak-
en Burns' place at first The pitch-
ing staff has done better than was
asked of it.

Should the Boston Red Sox falter,
there is 'a chance for both White Sox
and Tigers to give them a battle for
top honors. Rowland's crew cannot
be counted out No team with such
wonderful ballplayers as Eddie Col-

lins, Weaver and Schalk can ever be
disregarded. And Brief is cementing
himself to the first base job. It is a
good team, which will win a lot of
ball games during the summer and
give 'em all a hot fight

When a pitcher yields four passes
and a single in two-thir- of an in-

ning the usual procedure is to stamp
him a failure. That was Ad Bren-nan- 's

record in his first start of the
season, but he pitched in a way that
gave Manager Tinker hope. He
lookedJetter than at any time last
season and a few days' more work
will bring him to an effective stride.

Tinker, like Bresnahan, is depend-
ing on his pitching, and until it is
better the North Side club must win
games through the power of its bats.
There is plenty of smashing ability,
but it must be assisted by its box-me- n.

Fischer and Beck each rapped
homers.

A two-da- y vacation.for the Whales
began this morning, so far as the
schedule is concerned. Then a series
will be begun with Kansas. City in ths
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