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JUDGE SABATH OF COURT OF DOMESTIC
RELATIONS TELLS WHY MARRIAGES FAIL

BYJANEWHITAKER
All through the morning I sat in

the Court of Domestic delations and
listened to tale after tale of unhap-pines- s,

some of the stories heart-
rending, some of them so foolish, un-
til I felt as one of the. officers of the
court once told me he felt, that I
never wanted to listen to married life
tangles any more.

There was a woman, scarcely more
than a girl, mother of a tiny laddie,
and she was a heavy drinker, as also
was the father of the boy. I think
she had been drinking before she
came to court; he admitted he had.

Time and again she has had him
arrested and her mother once had
her arrested when she broke a win-
dow in a drunken frenzy. Yet under-
neath thg very apparent deteriora-
tion of her better nature, there strug-
gled through her bitterness the cry
of a woman for the man she has mar-
ried and to whom she has born a
child.

"I won't live with him," she said,
"because he makes me drink. He
started me drinking and he gives it
to me." And then, in direct opposi-
tion to that, she said to the man's
sister:

"Wh don't you let him alone? If
you just let him be he'd live with me
and we'd get along, but you take him
away from me."

She grew hysterical. She shouted,
she sobbed, she clutched the boy
child to her in fear that he was to be
taken from her, and the man plead-
ed that the boy would be given to
him because he wouldn't live with a
woman who drinks, though sh$ says
he taught her.

When the case was finished, and
the man had been ordered to pay his
wife $5 a week for the support of the
little lad, I turned to Judge Sabath,
who exercises the patience of Job
and the wisdom, of Solomon hi try

ing to straighten out these tragedies,
in trying to build up a new home on
the ruins of the old, and I asked him
why it was so many marriages are
unhappy.

"First of all, they do not under-
stand each other," he said, very se-

riously. "Then there are interfer-
ences among the relations on both
sides; sometimes drink on both
sides. There are conditions where no
home has been established, where
they are living in a furnished room
that is not a home, where the wife
has no chance to prepare meals and
take care of her husband in home
surroundings."

"What do you think is the rem-
edy?" I asked him.

"Well, first of all before they get
married they ought to understand
each other; they should not get mar-
ried on an acquaintance of a short
period," he answered. "They should
know each other a long while, so that
they know each other's ways to see
if they are properly mated.

"When they understand each other
it is their duty to leave the home of
their parents and start for them-
selves even if it is only in one room.
The moment there is responsibility
on the shoulders of the wife and of
the husband it seems to me they get
along better. The wife looks for-
ward with pleasure to keeping the
home inviting for her husband and
the husband looks forward to the
pleasure of going home.

"When they live with the parents
there is bound to be jealousy and
often in such trifling things. The
husband gets better food maybe than,
the father and trouble starts.

"I am not opposed to a man drink-
ing a glass of beer. A working man
should have it if he thinks he needs!
it and believes it will give him4

strength, but he should take it with-
out The moment it
gets the best of huu there is a great
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