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THIRTEEN-YEAR-OL- GIRL, JUVENILE COURT WARD, IS LURED
AWAY BY MAN POSING AS BROTHER

Theresa Devino was 12 years old
and an 6rphanwh.en her brother dis
covered he could provide for her fu-

ture by placing her in the care of the
foster parents provided by the state
of Illinois, the juvenile court. Less
than a year later a man who coveted
for illicit possession the child of not
quite 13 took her away from her fos-

ter parents with no questions asked
according to a hill filed by Jeannette
Bates and Alice Thompson, attorneys
for the girl, who seek to have her
marriage annulled.

The story of a crime against child-
hood carried on by easy trickery of
the juvenile court, despite its corps
of investigators, despite its boast that
its existence is necessary for the pro-
tection of just such children, is told
in that petition for annullment

Theresa s parents had both died
before shewas 12. Her only living
relative was a brother eight years
her senior. He didn't earn sufficient
to provide for his little sister and he
was doubtful-i- f he could watch over
her as she shpuld be watched.

So he took his troubles to the ju-

venile court. He told them his little
sister was dependent. He asked them
to take care of her. And they agreed
to do this by assuming the responsi-
bility of sending Theresa, as a ward
of the court, to the Chicago Indus-
trial school, 51st and Prairie av.

Theresa's brother was perfectly
satisfied regarding her future. He did
not even trouble to visit her, so sure
was he she would be taken care of.

But another man did visit her, ac-
cording to the bill. Dominick Mas- -
trocesaro is alleged to have known7
the family of Theresa while her pa-
rents lived. He is alleged to have
watched the little girl growing up,
and when he discovered that she had
been placed away from her brother's
watchful eye, Dominick, who appar-
ently, hadn't a very high opinion of
the guardianship of the juvenile

court, schemed how he might get
possession of Theresa, according to
the girl's story.

He visited her at the Chicago In-

dustrial school and claimed to be her
brother. Before she was 13 years old
he went into the juvenile court, where
Theresa's brother had been less than
a year before, and claiming to be that
brother, he, stated he was in a posi-

tion to take care of the child and
asked her release. It is alleged he
forged her brother's name and with
this trivial formality, and with appa-
rently regarding the
identity of the man who asked pos-
session of a child, the juvenile court
surrendered the Theresa
to the4ender mercies of the man who
desired illicitly to possess her.

Theresa declares that for six
months he had illicit relations with
her, which, according to the law, is
a crime against childhood, and that
at the end of six months he grew
afraid he might be discovered and
decided to marry her for his own pro-
tection.

Having so easily duped the juvenile
court, Theresa says he wasn't the
least bit awed by the marriage license
bureau. He went there and declared
Theresa was 16, and when the clerk
refused to issue the license unless
the guardian or brother of Theresa
would give his consent, Dominick is
alleged to have found an obliging
friend to help him out of this little
difficulty with a similar forgery to
that practiced in the juvenile court
and he, married Theresa.

Once he married her, she claims,
he began to practice consistent bru-
tality, that he beat her mercilessly
and abused her in ways that cannot
be fepeate'd. He ended by infecting
Theresa with what is called in polite
circles the Social evil disease."

And now'Theresa, less than 18, but
very old in a knowledge of the seamy
side of lite, begs that the court will
at least ahnul her marriage to tho
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