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RUSSELL INVESTIGATES "WAR BABIES" AND
FINDS MORAL MEN WELCOME THEM

BY CHARLES EDWARD RUSSELL
Newspaper Editor, Magazine Writer
and Economist, Who Is Writing

Important Articles From War
Zone for The Day Book

Throw out the life line! The grand
old ship, British Morality, cut adrift
by the war, is slipping out to sea amid
fog, storm and breakers, and the
coast guard is by no means sure that
all hands will not be lost

The very essence of the British
system of ethics, its first command-
ment, is that any such subject as il-

legitimate children we must pass
with stern and averted faces, while
with hand uplift in horror we motion
sinners to punishment.

It is from this safe anchorage, hal-
lowed, by tradition, that the national
ship has gone adrift in a way to make
silence impossible.

When the youths of the land were
enlisted for its defense they were
placed in training camps scattered
about the country. Lately the dis-
covery has been made that in the
neighborhood of every training camp
a large number of unmarried women
expect soon to become mothers.

The situation thus created is awk-
ward. By some of the powers that
be and eminent statesmen a strong
though veiled campaign has been car-
ried on to secure some such result as
this, but to secure it under the sacred
seal of lawful wedlock. To have ba-

bies born without that formality is
very different and very embarrassing

in a country priding itself on the
strictest moality.

In a quiet but effective way the un-

married recruit has been urged to take
unto himself a wife before he shall
depart for the front. "War brides"
accordingly have become a familiar
and somewhat jocular topic. To make
army marriages easy and common,
handy clergymen have been prowled,.

charges reduced and formalities dis-

pensed with.
"Better get married before you go,

my boy," says the sergeant "Thesep-aratio- n

allowance will take care of
the wife, you know."

Sir Pandarus is a new role for gov-
ernment to play, but that has been
about the truth of the case here.
Newly Weds are not hurried to the
front.

Observe then the nation's predica-
ment In thousands of other cases
the ceremony has been omitted. This
violates the austere law and all cher-
ished conventions. Out upon the
bold-fac- ed jades and all that Yes,
but the fathers of these children are
the national heroes that have rallied
to the call of the king and the res-
cue of the empire. We have just been
showering upon them praise and
glory. The law provides stern retri-
bution. Yes, but you don't want to
punish and disgrace your defenders,
you know. The very foundations of
morality are attacked. Yes, but the
brave, gallant soldier, you know, and
so on.

The first painful shock of discovery
being over the professional moralists
now try to bring the nation back to
accustomed moorings by denying the
story and vindicating the character
of the volunteers. The accounts
printed, they say, about the prospec-
tive unmarried mothers have been
enormously exaggerated. One report
said that in one street of a garrison
city there were 400 such cases. In-

vestigation showed that there were
not 400. I think there were only 320.
Consequently the whole agitation is
"a wash of extravagance."

Yet I am privately assured by an
eminent publicist, who has been look-
ing into this matter, that real condi-
tions have been understated, not ex-

aggerated. J will not repeat here the
total of his estimates because it
would seem sheer iantasy, but if he is,
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