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"I met Ed two years ago," she said.
"At ttiat time my mother was living
but very ill and I had to care for the
children and help father in the little
oyster house he had opened.

"I worked very hard, I had few
clothes and I useji to envy other girls
their sweethearts. But I did not think
I would ever have time for a sweet-
heart or that any boy would ever no-
tice me.

"Then I saw Ed. He was well
dressed and handsome and he seemed
to me like a prince. I saw him first
in his father's dairy where I used to
go for milk and he always seemed to
have lots of girls. It was last No-
vember that he began to notice me
and asked me to go for a ride with
him in his father's automobile.

"I felt just like Conderella after she
had met the prince and after that
ride I didn't mind turning back into
a drudge the next day and working
ten hours to help father.

"On that first ride Ed told me he
loved me and wanted to marry me,
but that he could not marry me right
away as he had been going with an-
other girl for four years and he
would have,to get rid of her first.

"When I would not do what he
wanted he threatened to leave me
and neversee me again and that
made me very miserable. You see up
to that minute my life had been noth-
ing but work and sleep, but when I

was with him my heart was singing
every minute. So I did what he
wanted. And than my mother died.

"In May I became ill and my Aunt
Mia Wagner noticed it and asked me
questions and I confessed to her. She
went to Ed and told him he must
marry me. He said he would, but he
kept putting it off from day to day
and week to week and whenever he
saw me alone he scolded me terribly
for telling and said that if I had kept
my damned mouth shut he could have
gotten me out of my trouble.

"Then Aunt Ella told father and
father sent for Ed and told him he
must marry me at once. He asked

for 1&. minutes to go home and
change his clothes and tell his father,
saying we would be married when he
cdme back.

"When he did not return dad went
after him to his home, but Ed's father
would not let him see Ed. All the
time dad was talking to him about
marrying me, Ed kept saying, 'Aw,
have a heart!' and dad would answer,
'I am having a heart for my daugh-
ter!'

"When I saw Ed again he talked to
me about the other girl and said she
had been his sweetheart four years
and had never squealed on him, but
that I was a damned little tattle-tal- e

and a fool.
"The next day I met him again and

he gave me some pills, but my aunt
had followed me .when I left the
house and she snatched the. pills
away from me. And later father had
Ed arrested.

"He was admitted to bail, but he
would not have anything to do with
me and after that his boy friends
would sneer at me when they passed
me in the street. Ed went around
the neighborhood where we lived
telling everybody that we could not
have him put in jail and bragging
about what he had made me do, and
dad would hear people in the restaur-
ant making remarks about me and it
seemed as if he would die from
shame.

"When I saw what I had done to
my poor, old daddy I made up my
mind that Ed would just have to
marry me. I got a gun out of dad's
bureau and went to look for Ed, I
had the gun in my waist and my
heart was beating so fast and flutter-
ing so much I could not breathe.

"It was raining hard and I walked
around in the rain for hours without
an umbrella hunting for Ed, who was
out on one of his father's milk
wagons. Finally, I found him sitting,
with some boys on his own door-
step.

"Ed said to me: 'I want nothing
more to do with you.'
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