
by considering the truth that all men
are created equal, and free, and in-

dependent
Yours in sincerity. Fred Bush,

3642 Grand av.

ARBITRATION. The committee
repreesnting the striking local street
car men spoke a vital truth when they
told the officials of the traction com-
panies "We must be the judges of
what constitutes a fair proposition
concerning wages. We are the ones
to determine at what price we are
willing to sell our labor power," or
words to that effect.

Since the abolition of chattel slav-
ery the worker is free to say what
work he will do and under what con-
ditions he is willing to work. He owns
himself and has an absolute right to
dispose of his time and his labor pow-
er as he sees fit. No one else, not
even those who represent govern-
ment and law, has any right to com-
pel him to work and live under con-
ditions fixed and dictated by others,
whether those others be called "fair"
arbitrators or anything else. And, for
this same reason, no individual or
group of individuals, however numer-
ous, has any right, in law or else-
where, to force the worker to arbi-
trate. To violate this principal of
freedom and of the
worker is to return to chattel slavery,
in which one human being is owned
by another and forced to live and
work as the owner dictates.

Let those who say wages and work-
ing conditions must be arbitrated
keep this simple fact in mind and they
will not hurl any threats at workers
who refuse to arbitrate. Arbitration
must be free and voluntary or it is
no arbitration at all.

Arbitration is an efficient and de-

sirable method of settling differences
between equals or parties standing
on a common ground. But there is
no equality between the capitalist of
today and the wage worker. There
is no eaualitv. economic, social or

m m ti m
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and manage a street railway corpor-
ation and its employes. There can
be no equality between a $65,000-a-ye- ar

"manager" and a conductor or
motorman working for 23 or 25 cents,
an hour. On one side is all the influ-
ence and power of millions of dollars1
and on the other a group of men with,
bare hands, having no other means of
livelihood than the sale of their la-
bor power. i

There can be no fair arbitration of
the differences and disputes between'
capitalist and laborer because the in- -i

equalities are too great The only,
thing that is "fair" in this case is,
that which the worker has the cour- -;

age and the power to demand and se- -,

cure. There can be no impartial and
fair arbitrators, no matter how they
are selected. They must either be.
wage workers or members of the
privileged class, or men, who, be- -,

cause of their position and social:
standing, are dependent on the eco-
nomically privileged and powerful
classes. There are no others to se- -,

lect. And, if there were others, iff
would be very dangerous as well as
undemocratic to give them power to
determine the wages and working

3conditions of thousands of men.
No such big issue should be placed

in the hands of any individual or?
small group of individuals. The re-

sponsibility is too great and the pow-

er and wealth on the side of the em-

ployers is too great a temptation to-- J

give them undue advantages and fa- -
vors. d

These simple facts the workings
people are beginning to realize. Ita
is becoming every clearer that arbi--"
tration of the demands that labors
makes upon capital is a method to9
cajole and deceive the workers. The
local street car men were betrayed0
and deceived most shamelessly by
supposedly "fair" arbitrators three'
years ago. They have now decided toa
be betrayed and deceived in that
manner no more.

The railroad men of the western fi

otherwise, between the men who own roads were deceived, in the same wm--

. -.


