
msBsmmmmmmmmmimmmmm

THE PUBLIC FORUM
CHEAP BUNK. The statement

by bankers and business men "that
any attempt to start forfeiture pro-
ceedings against the tunnel company
for the Automatic telephone would
impair the sale of municipal bonds"
is cheap bunk.

It is only natural that the general
expenses incurred in the administra-
tion of a growing city like Chicago
would increase year after year and
that these expenses be met by the
levying of greater burdens of taxa-
tion upon the general public an-
nually.

If, however, this city had municipally--

owned telephones, street rail-
ways, stockyards, and other public
utilities honestly managed by capable
and efficient public servants just im-
agine the millions of dollars now
going to these corporations which
would then flow into the treasurer's
office.

What this would do to lighten the
burdens of taxpayers is almost mi-
raculous. This is not mere theory,
but has actually been made practical
in many European cities. It would
place the city of Chicago upon a bed
rock financial basis and not only
boost the sale of bonds for new

but make their issue en-
tirely unnecessary.

In a legal dispute such as this there
is but one place to ascertain our law-
ful right to the Automatic telephone
company and this is in the courts.

The forfeiture clause in the fran-
chise grant speaks for itself. There
never was a more simple contract ex-
pressing so explicitly an agreement
to do certain things, the failure of
which would automatically surrender
all rights of the tunnel company in
the Automatic telephone to the city
of Chicago.

If Mayor Thompson is in doubt as
to the opinion of the general public
upon the subject let him read The
Day Book, the only paper that pub-
lishes the articles of its readers with

out eliminating and modifying im-
portant sentences.

There is one way to express public
opinion should Mayor Thompson and
the council fail to push the forfeiture
of the Automatic telephone and that
is by sending more Socialists to the
city council next election, as all So-

cialists are agreed upon municipal
ownership' of all public utilities.
J. H. Soller, 652 Hamburg st

PEACE. They shall cry peace,
peace, and there is no peace. There
is only one way out and that way is
ignored or discarded by all, for there
is "none that doeth good, no not one."

The women suffrage movement
only adds to discord, with its three
warring factions, and we find a gov-
ernment within a government in ev-

ery city and state in the union. To"

talk of municipal ownership where a
great city like Chicago has to make
a bonded debt and borrow from the
future to pay running expenses is
worse than the wild cat, red dog
banking system of the '50's of the
19th century. If you want to raise
the wind, start a gold brick proposi-
tion in the happy huning ground, a
species of dealing in futures that Dr.
Aked and Billy Sunday find profitable,
but do not start any kind of a move-
ment with justice and truth behind it,
for you will be sneered at by the peo-

ple who most need it
So long as the producing classes

know that they are dogs they will let
the great public journals convince
them that fleas are necessaryto keep
the dog active and healthy. The most
available statistics show that only
one-thi- rd of the population is en-
gaged in useful pursuits. The other
two-thir- are idlers or nonproduc- - ff
ers who live by their wits. Where
does your majority rule come in?

The hideous spectacle of organized
labor calling his fellow workman a
scab, it matters not how proficient he
may be, does not reflect credit on
good sense, and the still more gro-
tesque spectacle of the prpducers
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