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BOARD OF ASSESSORS PLAYS TO
THE "PLUTES"

' A stiff rap rating the board of as-

sessors as a tool was banded out
by State's Att'y Hoyne. He claims
they are a party to a plot which will
lighten the taxes of the rich and load
them on the little fellow.

A "The personal property assessment
made public discloses a decrease of
$27,000,000 under last year," he de-

clared. "For the first time in the
history of the county the total per-
sonal property assessment has failed
to show an increase. In other years
the average increase has been about
2 per cent, while the quadriennial
years, and this year, 1915, is a quad-
riennial year, increases have run
from 8 to 11 per cent over the former
year."

Why should the assessors want to
lower the personal property tax is a
question Hoyne asks and then an-
swers for himself. They want to load
all of the assessments this year on
real estate.

At the next popular election the
people will probably get a chance to
vote on a constitutional amendment
which will give the legislature the
right to classify personal property.

The big idea is that bonds and
stocks held by our millionaire friends
will, then be taxed at 10 or 15 per
cent o.f their value.

The' assessors have boasted that
they intend to increase real, estate
valuations in Cook county by $300,-000,00- 0.

Just when the real estate
owners begin to howl under the bur-
den, they will be told that a vote for
the constitutional amendment will
bring in cash on personal property
because the millionaires will rush to
file schedules when they have to pay
only 10 per cent of the true value
of their stocks. The real estate as-

sessment will fall.
Hoyne knocks their explanations

In the personal property decreases
this year as a stall. The assessors

claim they have wiped a lot of non-

existent firms from the records and
the difference resulted. Hoyne an-

swers :

"The reasons assigned by the tax-

ing officials for the decrease this
year are ridiculous. The capital stock
of over 6,000 corporations in Cook
county should be assessed. The as-

sessors this year have assessed but
3,800 of them. Approximately 20,000
to 25,000 new assessments have been
placed upon the books.

'How then can a decrease be nor-
mally possible, bearing in mind all the
time that each of the taxing officials
has repeatedly admitted that there is
at least thirty times as much per-

sonal property in Cook county as is
assessed? Why, also, has the assess-
ment of personal property of country
townships been increased and that of
Chicago been decreased?

"Honest taxpayers of small or
moderate means have this year filed
personal property schedules with
the result that the number filed with
the board of assessors has increased
over tOO per cent.

The wealthy taxdodger has cloaked
himself under the protection of a ju-

dicial decision to the effect that no
crime exists for a failure to file a tax
schedule, and has failed so to do.

The taxing officials instead of pen-
alizing taxdodgers have again per-

mitted their escape from payments of
their just proportion of taxes by im-
posing smal lassessments and wink-
ing at evasions of the law."
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LIQUOR PROBE SEES LIGHT
Aid. Merriam's liquor probe ordi-

nance passed safely through the
license committee and will be report-
ed to the council for a vote at the
next meeting. v

It provides for an exhaustive in-

quiry into conditions resulting from
the use of liqu roboth upon the indi-
vidual and commuity. Six aldermen
and three citizens are to be included
in the investigating body if the ordi
nance passes.
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