
ABATEMENT ACT HAS OWNERS
OF "HOUSES" UP IN THE AIR
There is consternation among the

owners of immoral flats in the new
N. Clark st. andS, Wabash tender-
loin districts.

The Committee of Fifteen today
took the first step to enforce the in-

junction and abatement act By it a
house or flat used for lewd purposes
may be seized and closed for a year
with the state seal upon all doors.
During this period it cannot be used
for any purpose.

This makes the owner of a building
responsible for the morals of his ten-

ants. It is the most drastic law the
Illinois legislature has ever passed.
It puts in the hands of the moral
crusaders the biggest club they have
over held, for with it they can swat
the root of the evil, the landlord.

In the past is has been easy for the
landlord. When a flat he owned was
raided he was not the loser. If con-vit- i"

against the inmates was pro-

cured he was protected by advance
rent nayments and it was easy to
rent the flat to other immoral wom-
en. The rental for such flats is often
twice what it would ordinarily bring.
It was soft for the landlord.

The Committee of Fifteen today
warned Zi landlords that their prop-r- -

. ,. i 11Kp for immoral pur
poses. An immediate abatement is
demanded. If they don't remedy the
evil they will be hauled Into court In
case of conviction the only way to
escape the penalty will be to put up a
stiff bond that the property will not
in future be misused.

By this new law, which went into
effect July 1, the furniture in an im-

moral house may be confiscated and
sold by the state.

Social workers say the law is al-

ready having an effect Frightened
landlords are evicting immoral ten-

ants, many of whom are leaving the
city.

The Committee of Fifteen is also
going to stand behind the Kate
Adams bill. By it a girl convicted in 1

morals court may be sentenced to a
year's imprisonment She will not
be sent to a prison, but to a home,
where she may be cured if she is dis-

eased and where an effort will be
made to regenerate her.

This law also has a stinger for the
keeper of a house of ill fame. The
social crusaders believe that they can
be given a year's sentence under the
law, but they will go to prison foi
punishment, not for regeneration.
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Lady (to new maid) How dare"
you talk to me that way? And you"
call yourself a lady's maid!

Maid I don't call myself that now,
M'am but I was one before I got this .

job!"
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