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sandS of workmen who sail the Great
Lakes and risk their lives on vessels.

I told Redfield I have read his
speeches in congress and his book on
efficiency and I knew his record as an
efficient business man. I asked him
whether tbe Eastland affair, had
shown him any necessity for a reor-
ganization of any parts of the steam-
boat inspection service.
' "No," he said decisively. Then he
added: "Nothing that I didn't know
a month ago."

"Have you had the inspection serv-
ice give you a, report on the Ameri-
can Bureau of Shipping and its bear-o-n

the Eastland affair?"
"That bureau does not enter into

affair. It is a private concern oper-
ated, I believe, by insurance com-

panies."
"But, Mr. Secretary, the local in-

spector of hulls, Wm. Nicholas, told
newspaper men on Saturday that all
standards and tests with regard to
stability of hulls are fixed by the
American Bureau of Shipping. Your

HOYNE SCORES STEAMSHIP
INSPECTION SERVICE

Mad ay Hoyne, state's attorney,
representing the people of Cook
county and the state of Illinois, made
this statement last night:

"So far as government inspection
of passenger steamships in Illinois is
concerned, it has been a ghastly joke.
The steamboat men practically have
been allowed to dictate the number of
passengers they should be licensed to
carry.

"There has been a cheerful ip

between the inspectors
and the boat owners in fixing the
capacity. The only basis has been
guesswork or influence."

From 40 of the 70 members of the
crew of the Eastland Hoyne has ob-

tained statements for use in secur-
ing indictments.
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inspection service, Mr. Nicholas says,
never inspects hulls on stability. This
would mean that the steamboat in-

spection service never inspected the
hull of the Eastland, never inspects
hulls of any vessels as to stability or
tendency to topheaviness. The only
hull inspection made by the U. S.
government is with reference to sea-
worthiness. In other words, the
American Bureau of Shipping, a pri-
vate business concern, passes on

and your government
service on seaworthiness, condition
of wood and nails and rivete. That
is the way Mr. Nicholas told it to us
is he correct?"

"That is a matter I am not in-

formed on," said Secretary Redfield.
"It is a matter of law. Sometimes we
want to do certain things, but we
can't because the law specifies other-
wise."

"Your inspector, Nicholas, also
told us that the inspection service has
power to annul action of the Ameri-
can Bureau of Shipping. Do you
know whether the service has ever
disputed in any way any standards,
tests or decisions of the American
Bureau of Shipping?"

"In the federal service the law de-

fines authority. Just what the law
is in this instance I do not know. I
am certain that the department has
been wrongfully accused. We want
the truth. Just what the truth is no-

body knows now. It is at the bot-

tom of the Chicago river."
During al lthis Sec'y Redfield was

very jolly. He is the first public of-

ficial I have seen in four days who
laughed and chuckled in discussion of
responsibility for the Eastland sink-
ing. The secretary passed me on to
Lawyer Thursman.

"You know who is behind this ac-

cusation of the inspection service,
don't you?" said Thurman. "It is all
Victor Olander. He is secretary of
the Lake Seamen's union and is
trading on calamity."

"But Mr. Thurman, Olander says
240 of bis sailors on the Great Lakes


