
tCo., which, chartered the boat
Harry Pedersen, captain of the

Eastland.
Joseph M. Erickson, chief engineer

of the Eastland, son-in-la-w of In-
spector Reid.

Realizing that the courts of Illinois
may not be able o prosecute the two
handpicked steamboat inspectors
who "had been seen" before Cap't
Pederson of the Eastland appeared to
ask them for a license to carry 2,500
souls on his vessel, the coroner's jury
spoke openly the answer of the
people of Chicago to the appointed
boss of the inspectors.

"Should the courts of Illinois not
have jurisdiction," the verdict reads,
"we recommend to the department of
justice of the United States that they
undertake to mete justice to these
parties."

To the state grand jury the cor-
oner's body passed the matter of
.prosecution, asking that others be
iheM if evidence of their guilt was d.

"We recommend to the state's at-
torney and the grand jury that an
investigation be made of the corpora-
tion or individuals responsible for the
management of this boat with a view
to discovering if other members of
the corporations or other individuals
were responsible for acts contribut-
ing to this disaster.

"We further recommend that the
state's attorney and grand jury inves-
tigate carefully the circumstances of
construction, of this boat to ascertain
if there can be found legal methods
by which those responsible for its de-

fects in construction can be held ac-
countable.

"We further recommend that the
state's "attorney and the grand jury
investigate tne details of purchase
and sale of the different common car-
riers which have owned the Eastland,
with a view of determining, if pos-
sible, whether knowledge of the

of this boat and the hazards
ittendant thereon have been known
A thV seller and have not been dis

closed by the sellers. to the. purchas-
ers, and whether the various pur-
chasers of this boat have discharged
their duties as common carriers in
Investigating the stability and free-
dom from hazards of the steamship
Eastland.

"It is our opinion that the federal
government's system of permitting
the construction of vessels for use by
common carriers is unscientific and A
a menace to public safety. There is
not now, nor has there ever been, an
inspection service maintained by the
federal government for the purpose
of determining the stability of boats
offered for passenger service. It is
the judgment of this jury that the
present method of determining the
passenger-carryin- g capacity of ves-

sels is not founded on any proper-basis- ."

In naming the two inspectors the
coroner's jury considered two things,
according to Dr. W A. Evans, fore-
man. The fact that the inspectors
attached their signatures to a license
to carry 300 more passengers with-
out demanding changes in the con-

struction of the vessel to increase
its stability or lower its center of
gravity is one.

The other point considered con-

cerned Reid. His son-in-la-w held
down the fat job as engineer of the
Eastland when he made the conces-
sion in favor of the owners.

o o

PRESIDENT OF ST. JOE LINE IN
CHICAGO UNDER GUARD

Wm. H. Hull is being held in Chi-
cago for appearance before the fed-

eral grand jury. He was brought last
night from South Haven underguard.
The St. Joe line, of which Hull is vice
president, asked for the guard, fear- -
ing violence against him in Chicago.
Hull had a nervous breakdown after
the disaster.

The St Joe line will go out of busi-
ness at the close of the fruit season.
It is also said the Indiana Transporta-
tion Co. may give up its charter and
sell its boats.


