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Pitching is not so good, but the
team has shown a better attack, and
is making more runs. But it isn't as
hard a team to beat as it was a year
ago. The world's champions have
had it soaked into them slightly that
they are not invincible, But they still
can't understand how ordinary hum-
an beings have a license to beat them.

At the start of the season they
were suffering from a combination of
enlarged ego and overconfidence, and
severe knocks were necessary before
Stallings could convince them that a
little baseball was necessary for a
couple of hours each afternoon.

Another thing: The team has a
reputation to sustain, and this may
affect the nerves of some of the ath-
letes. Last year they were kiting
along in irresponsible fashion, know-
ing that if they failed no great criti-
cism would follow, as little was ex-
pected of them. Now they have a
proud title to keep clean, and they
believe miracle stuff is required.

It isn't No one really considered
the Braves a real miracle team in
1914. And very few critics believed
the team was the best of the two
leagues. It ran into a fine combina-
tion of luck. Not necessarily luck on
the diamond, but the good fortune of
catching other teams when they were
in the dumps and playing muddled
baseball.

With over a third of the season yet
to run, only seven and a half games
separate the leading Phillies and the
St Louis Cardinals, holding down
seventh place. The style of baseball
so far portrayed makes it possible for
any one of the first seven teams to
hop through to the top. Herzog's
Reds arahe only fellows who can
really berobunted out, and even this
team is apt to put on a spurt that will
spell disaster for a challenger.

It is an open decision for any team
which will play ball This favors the
Braves somewhat They have done
it before, and like the feel of world's
series coin. Apparently ballplayers
have become so wealthy that it takes
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I more than the chink of a few thou
sand dollars picked up in not more
than seven games to inspire them.

Postponements mean double-header- s,

but they don't worry Bresnahan
at present Each idle day brings him
nearer to the time when he can send
Phelan and Saier back into the game,
and also go behind the bat himself to
relieve Jim Archer, who has done a
tough stretch of regular duty. When
Phelan and Saier come back the team
will play some honest baseball. It will
do its best, for nothing else will sat-
isfy the manager.

Joe Tinker is the real down-hearte- d

manager of the local trio of helms-
men, and with good reason. Joe is
beginning a tough eastern trip with
only four pitchers, and two of these
are veterans. McConnell and Pren- -
dergast have proved themselves."
Dave Black has also done some fine
work, but Ad Brennan isn't effective.

With the team is Harry Rasmus-se- n,

the local amateur, picked by the
Trib for a vacation trip. Should any
of Joe's pitchers get lammed, Ras-muss- en

will be immediately handed a
contract and put to work, with an ex
cellent chance to make good without
service in the minors. The oppor-
tunity is there, if he has the ability tc
take advantage of it

Claude Hendrix remained in Chica-
go when the team went east because
of the illness of his wife. Mordecai
Brown is still too ill for duty, and
Johnny Farrell is also on the hospital
list The latter disability is not so
bad, for Tinker has enough infielding
material. Losing his two star pitch-
ers, however, is a hard blow, for on
this trip depends the Federal league
pennant

Manager Rowland will have a nice
time when his Sox visit the east
again, running into at least two double-h-

eaders because of recent post-
ponements. Pants isn't worrying
though, for his men should be hit-
ting better then than now.

According to the rumors of a trade
between Cleveland the Sox, by which
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