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LABOR UNIONS MAY ESTABLISH
NATIONAL DEFENSE LEAGUE
The establishment of a Labor De-

fense League which will in time as-
sume national scope is being consid-
ered by the executive committee of
the Chicago Federation of Labor.

The object of the league is to es-

tablish itself as a sort of an attorney-genera- l

for men held in jails whose
chief crime appears to be that they
are labor sympathizers.

It was planned to have a mass-meeti-

next Sunday at 1815 W. Di-

vision st, at which plans for the or-

ganization of the league would be
formulated. This was abandoned
until the C. P. of L. can express its
opinion as to the need and merits of
the move.

If formed the league will concern
itself chiefly with the gathering of
exact facts in all cases where mem
bers of the working class are accused
of crime. It will ascertain the best
method of defense, aid the finances
of the defense when financial aid
seems justified and try to get the man
a square deal in the eyes of public
opinion.

Labor has come splendidly forward
to the defense of such men as John
Lawson of Colorado and M. A.

Schmidt and Dave Caplan of Los An-

geles. The backers of the proposed
Labor Defense League feel that the
lesser known victims of capitalistic
persecution which is often synon-omo- us

for state prosecution should
have the full measure of aid from the
class whose betterment they were
struggling for.

In the league it is proposed to have
a representative of every union
locaL "It will afford an opportunity
for members to arouse their zeal and
ability which have grown sluggish
and rusty through lack of exercise,"
said Delegate Honore, of carpenters'
local No. 504, which presented the
proposition to the C. F. of L.

"The legal methods employed
against Lawson, Schmidt, Caplan
mid others furnishes ample and final

proof that the master class has not
only reduced to an exact science the
art of manipulating the process of
law, but also shows that it is pos-
sessed of an absolute contempt for
the opinion of the working class,"
said Honore. "The capitalistic mas-
ter class believes the working class is
helpless and so it wreaks its ven-
geance upon all of the working class
who resist its greed.

"This contempt manifested for the
ability and influence of labor has to
some extent been justified by lack of
prompt and united effort on the part
of labor in favor of its imprisoned
brothers."

CLOTHING WORKERS STRIKE
About 400 clothing workers in the

Robey st shops of Chas. Kaufman
are on strike in protest against starr
vation wages and the tactics em-
ployed by the firm.

asked an increase of
two cents on a coat and when it was
refused they quit work. The firm then
agreed to give the increase and the
people bfegan to work, only to be in-

formed that the promised increase
was withdrawn and they again quit
work, joined by the entire shop,
which employs mostly girls. The firm
again informed the pressers they
would grant the increase but would
not give any of the cuts in wages
back to the girl workers, and all coat
and pants workers went on strike, to-
gether with the who are
standing by the girls.

The strikers, who are mostly Pol-
ish, are holding meetings at Liberty
hall, Wabansia av. and Gerard av.

HANDICAPPED
"That man thinks I am positively

ugly."
"Why, I did not hear him say any-

thing that could possibly be construed
that way?".

"Didn't you hear him say that I
would need the very best lawyer that
money could employ?" Houston.
Post


