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The Washington series which be-

gins today may be a difficult one. But
after the Nationals come the Mack-me- n,

and they should not provide
anything very tough.

When the eastern teams have fin-

ished on Conrfskey's playground the
White Sox must hike up to Detroit
for three games, and these battles
will be hard fought. All season the
Tigers have been finding the Row-landit- es

easy.
The Sox still have a chance, ail

right, but cold figures do not make it
very rosy.

Rowland's team is playing pretty
fair baseball now, though it's attack
is not such a healthy, punching on-

slaught as might be imagined. This
will be remedied somewhat when
Jack Fournier gets back in the game,
as .300 hitters are too scarce to be
spared.

Cubs did their best to hand the
Phils a pair of games yesterday, but
Moran's people wouldn't accept the
charity. If the Cuhs continue as
they are going now they will have a
hard time finishing in the first divi-

sion, and what will happen to them
in the city series will be horrible to
contemplate.

The Cubs are batting hard in near-
ly every game and the pitchers, in
the majority of contests on the jaunt,
have pitched well enough to win. But
the fielding has been of the very
punkest variety. Fisher1 has been a
frequent offender, buttering entirely
too many chances at short Zimmer-
man and Phelan are also acquiring
the habit

When Zim gets off to a bad start
he remains so for at least a whole
game. Everything must break just
right for the big German or he plays
as though he didn't care.

Fisher would have been laid off
some time ago if it wasn't for his
strong bat He has been a consistent
hitter, especially dangerous in the
pinches. It is doubtful, however,
whether he will start another season
as the regular Cub shortstop.

Bresnahan will unquestionably
make some shifts for next season. He
has two more years as manager, un-
der his present contract, and will at-
tempt some development of new ma-
terial in hopes of landing a winner
before he gets through.

Today the Cubs wind up their sea-
son's work in Philadelphia.

In addition to a stronger infield,
Joe Tinker could use one or two more
dependable pitchers in the closing
stages of the fight for the Federal
league pennant Prendergast, Black
and Brennan are uncertainties every
time they start. If any one of the
three hits his good day there isn't a
team in the league able to stop him.
But it is all guesswork with the
manager and no one of the trio is re-
liable.

Joe's Whales are only two games
from the top4, though in fourth place.
The fact that the leading Newarks
will be on the road should be of some
benefit to local hopes, but Kansas
City and Pittsburgh, in second and
third places, respectively, finish at
home, as do the Whales.

Tinker needs some more evenly
distributed batting strength. Zwill-in- g,

Flack, Mann and the catchers are
there right along with the budgeons.
Westerzil is the best of the remain-
der. But from the other fellows not
much assistance is received in the
long run.

Imagine the Cincinnati Reds seri-
ously figured as pennant contenders
and you have some idea of the topsy
turvy condition of the present Na
tional league race. And the Reds are
being seriously considered. Over

yeTlast three weeks they have
better ball than any team in their
league and show no signs of crack-
ing through the stretch. They have
nothing to loose, are not looked for
to finish high and have no wear and
tear on their nerves. All of which
should redound to their benefit

Six weeks ago JHerzog was being
counted out as a manager at Red-lan- d.

The verdict went out that he
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