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Washington Aug. 24. That Ger-

many wants war with the United
States is the only interpretation that
can possibly be placed on the torpe-

doing of the Arabic.
By all the precedents of diplomacy

the Arabic affair is an answer to Pres-
ident Wilson's ultimatum and the
next step, according to diplomatic
precedent, would be war.

- But diplomatic precedents are not
the only things to be regarded in the
present situation. In the United
States the president does not declare
war. The constitution provides that
the people be consulted. War can
be made only by an act of congress.
Section- 7, Article IL, provides that:
"Congress shall have power to de-

clare war, grant letters of marque
and reprisal and make rules concern-
ing capture on land and water."

A president can go far toward get-

ting the country into war, as was
.seen in the Vera Cruz affair. But
even after the navy had landed a
party and taken Vera Cruz the ques-

tion of war or peace with Mexico was
still up to congress.

It is the writer's judgment that the
sinking of the Arabic, with or with-
out the loss of American lives, will

sot result in war with Germany. It
the writer's judgment, based on ln- -

imate inquiry into all sources of in
formation, that President Wilson
lever intended his nnai note to uer- -
lany to be an ultimatum. That he

intended Germany to regard it as
such is freely admitted. That it was
so regarded is not doubted, but back
of the seemingly final words wag the
president's knowledge that only an
overwhelming public sentiment in
favor of war will cause congress to
enact the fatal resolutions.

There are three alternatives short
of war:

1 That Germany will disavow tie

act and offer reparation an alterna-
tive not to be expected.

2 The formal severance of diplo- -
matic relations with the German gov-
ernment a course for a long time se-

riously contemplated by Pres. Wilson.
3 Refusal by congress to regard

the German course in the Lusitania.
and Arabic affairs as sufficient provo-
cation for war.

Nothing will be done hastily. The
administration is strongly committed
to deliberation. There will be delay

time taken to get all the facts of
the latest cause of offense and all the
possible explanations. This will serve-als-

to enable the president to get a
better idea of public sentiment, and,
in a measure, to be guided by it. If
congress is to be called in extra ses-

sion it will be in response to a public
sentiment demanding action.

There are reasons why the secre-
tary of state will not favor a discon-
tinuance of diplomatic relations as a
rebuke to Germany From a diplo-

matic point of view there would be no
gain and much might be lost by such
a course. The moral effect of such
a course would be negligible. It
would be like refusing to hold further
conversation with a ruffian who had
punched one's head While it would
be a great satisfaction to hand his
passports to von Bernstorff and his
Boy-E- d and von Papen, the sever-
ance of diplomatic relations would
place the United States at a great
disadvantage in many ways. Brand
Whitlock would have to leave Bel-
gium; we would cease to be the chan-
nel of communication between Ger-
many and England and the other
allies. Difficulties would be added to
the handling of commerce with neu-
tral countries and our commerce
with Germany would be at an end.
Finally it would be left to Germany
to place her own interpretation on
th or any other act and to elect her
own time, place and manner foe


