
election and had much to do with!
the unprecedented turnover and
Thompson's overwhelming majority.

It has been understood since tne
election that Mayor Thompson was
to weed out the Catholics on the
school board as fast as their terms
expired and put in their places Prot-
estants whose children attended the
public schools.

One of the teachers in the federa-
tion, who is not a member of ANY
church, says that the president and
secretary of the federation are

and that Catholic teachers
are fn a minority in the membership,
and that creed or religion have never
been brought into the work of the
federation.

Ida L. Pursman is president and
Frances Harden is secretary. Mrs.
Fursman is the wife of Frederick
Fursman, artist and teacher in the
Art Institute.

This teacher says that when the
federation was in a fight with Cooley,
when he was fighting for one-m- an

power and for the vocational system,
Cooley spoke in Catholic church
halls; that he was aided by some of
the priests, and that The New World,
a Catholic paper, supported Cooley
and opposed the federation.

Politics, of course, is playing its
part in the fight The Masonic Chron-
icler has been discussing the religious
end of the matter for weeks. Two
members of the school board who are
lined up against the federation are
closely connected with Roy West, and
Florence Deneen, a sister of Ex-Go- v.

Deneen, is one of the active spirits
in the other teachers' organization,
known as the Teachers' league; and
the Masonic Chronicler says this
league is made up wholly of Protes-
tant teachers.

Deneen and West are at the head
LOf the ReDublican faction that is now
lighting Mayor Thompson for control
of the state organization. They are
also closely allied with Big Business,
including the Illinois Manufacturers'
Association,

Ik

It is suspected by some of Thomp-
son's friends that there is a shrewd
deal on to get him in a political jam
by making him the goatvin the fight
on the Teachers' Federation. It was
the hostile Tribune fhat sent a man
to New York to get Thompson on
record against the federation. And
if the religious issue can be made tha
big issue it will be forced on Thomp-
son through the ic organ-
izations that supported him for elec-

tion.
Margaret Haley, who led the big

fight against the taxdodging corpora-
tions, has kept quiet since Jake Loeb
started the fight on the federation,
but it is announced today that she
will make a statement Sunday after-
noon at the big meeting of , labor
forces to organize a Public Owner-
ship League.

If the Deneen-We- st outfit can force
Thompson into the fight back of
Loeb they have nothing to lose and
everything to gain. IF Thompson
gets in a jam with organized labor in

UChicago and throughout the state it
will help Deneen and West to beat
the Thompson faction and ct

Roy West national committeeman.
And just now they are peeved be-

cause of Thompson strength with
labor because of what he did for the
street car men.

It is believed that if Loeb and his
pals succeed in beating the federa-
tion they will then force the fighting
on Ella Flagg Young, get her out and
Shoup in. Then will follow a fight
for the vocational school system,
which has for its purpose public
public school training of children to
make them workers for the big man-
ufacturers.

On the labor side of the fight neith-
er the American Federation nor the
Chicago Federation will recognize
the religious issue as anything but a
trick of Big Business to throw pep-
per in the people's eyes while they
put something over

President Walker of the Illinois
1 Federation of Labor sounded the key
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