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RAPHAEL
.

By Harold Carter
(Copyright by W. G. Chapman.)
Public opinion was not enthusias-icall- y

in favor of Raphael when he
ame to live in East Kemp. Raphael
pas an Armenian, and his color was
hat of the lining of a ham sandwich.
3f course his nationality was not so
nuch against him as the fact that he
lad foreign ways.

He had peddled cheap jewelry in
lie district for several years when he
surprised everybody by buying the
Drew cottage and establishing him-
self there with his wife and son, a
!anky, ham-color- lad of 13. ' Appar-jhtl- y

he had amassed all the money
lie needed in the peddling line, for he
set to work to raise poultry and vege-
tables, which he sold to Hiram Smith,
the grocer.

The chief objection to Raphael lay
in the fact that he had had the fore-
sight to buy a decent house in a good
neighborhood just before any one else
snapped it up. The house itself was
tiny; it was one of those cheap homes
that can be found just before the
boom comes, in
parts of a town. If Raphael had
camped across the river among the
Italians nobody would have thought
anything about it

Raphael blossomed out His wife
wore some brilliant clothing, and,
what complicated matters, he decided
that the Episcopal church came near-
est to the Armenian. The family
went there, and of course one can't
be unfriendly to a fellow churchman.

But the town knew how to er

the Raphaels. I have a men-
tal picture of Mrs. Raphael, large,
stout and Heavy, toiling up a hill to
the church fair and eating strawber-
ries in a corner.

"Something has got to be done
pbout those people," said Mrs.
Daunce, the leader of the social set
In East Kemp. "We've got to draw
the line somewhere, or we'll all be

black and tan before we know where
we are."

Everybody followed her lead obedi-
ently. It was not malice just stu-
pidity, and a sense that the Raphaels
were rather out of their proper ele-
ment Mrs. Daunce forbade her son
Harry to go to the Raphaels' house.
Harry and young Raphael his father
had changed his oriental name to
Washington had played together a
good deal. Harry felt badly about it

Seized the Lad in His Arms

But the word had gone forth that the
Raphaels were to be ostracized.

I can see Raphael now, in Hiram
Smith's store, always with a smile on
his pleasant fact and a cheery word.
He was the kindest-hearte- d fellow,
and most of the men had a good word
for Raphael. It was a
women's crusade, inspired by the de-

sire to keep the aliens across the
river.

Raphael joined the volunteer fire
brigade among his other activities.


