
is appropriated for this item. The
Teachers' Federation has never been
able to find out what this money is
spent for and how it is accounted for
on the books kept under the direction
of Sec'y Larsen.

"Aldermen Buck, Kennedy and
under authority as a spe-

cial committee from the city coun-
cil, intended to look into this item
and others. They met with blank

49 refusals.
"Then what happened? A com-

mittee was appointed by the Illinois
senate through manipulation of the
senate records after adjournment
The Baldwin committee members
were not legally appointed. At the
right time we will show it.

"There are honorable gentlemen on
that committee. They are not re-
sponsible for what happened. They
didn't know what the committee was
for.

"Well, that committee came to Chi-
cago, supposedly to investigate the
school system. Instead of going ac-
tually into the school system they
aimed their whole investigation at
discrediting the Teachers' Federation.
What absurdities there were! Trus-
tee Holpuch of the school board was
called as a witness and questioned by
Meyer Stein. Mr. Holpuch testified
that in one Chicago school cor-
poral punishment was in practice and
in one instance a child had been mal-

treated by a teacher. An innocent
member of the committee asked for
the names of the teacher, the school
and the principal involved. Mr. Hol-
puch said he didn't know them.

"Under farcical questions from
Myer Stein witness after witness tes-

tified the Teachers' Federation was a
bad influence. Newspapers published

fa these stories without once asking
why the federation side should not
be presented. Over and over again
I asked that a representative of the
federation be allowed to testify. It
was useless. The hearing went on
and today does not have in its rec-
ords, ope. word Of testimony from a

member of the federation to balance
the false and misleading statements
from enemies.

"This laid the way for Trustee Loeb
to act He announced his resolution
to destroy the federation. He stated
the revelations made before the sen-
ate committee were sufficient Dasis
forjthe action.

'These are the facts which show a
conspiracy to destroy the federation.
We are going to find out whether it is
a crime to conspire to destroy an or-
ganization. That's the question. We
know it would be a crime of conspir-
acy if it was against the Standard Oil
Co. or the beef trust If it is not a
crime to conspire against an organi-
zation like the teachers', then we
want the law amended to classify
such conspiracy as a crime.

"You teachers here tonight, we
have been through many hard fights
before this one. I know you won't
falter. All the Jake Lpebs and Roth-man- s,

all the miserable creatures ever
put on any school board, won't make
you hesitate. You know the needs,
the pathetic conditions, among the
children of this city. And you won't
allow the labor movement, which is
one of the best hopes of the children,
to be struck this blow. You will use
the splendid resistance power yqu
have shown in the past."

Pres. Gompers of the American
Federation of Labor and Pres. John
H. Walker of the Illinois Federation
of Labor said the Teachers' Federa-
tion will have the support of those or-

ganizations to the limit. Gompers
said the right of petition is an old one
for which wars have been fought and
the Teachers' Federation has an in-

alienable right to ask aldermen dr
legislators for action in their behalf.

0 0
An optimist is the guy who points

out the silver lining in the cloud and
then borrows your umbrella to get
home with.

0 0
Cooks don't make hash they ac,

cumulate it,
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