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THE PUBLIC FORUM
FORUM LETTERS. I am trying

to give Day Book readers an oppor-

tunity to freely express their opin-

ions in letters to TheForum, but
many letters come which are not
published, and the fault is with the
writers and not with my policy. Some
letters are abusive and not accom-
panied by the name and address of
the writer. They are therefore anon-
ymous, and I don't believe

readers and contributors to The
Forum believe it is fair to let anybody
strike jrom ambush. Other letters
come signed by names we can't find
in the city directory and we have no
way of knowing whether they are
genuine or not

Many of the letters on the religious
issues are abusive and intemperate,
with indefinite charges. For exam-
ple, one letter signed by W. W. Lin-
coln (no address) contains the fol-
lowing statements:

"Mr. Miller certainly has the right
dope on the papal grafters.

"What right has a Catholic princi-
pal of a public school to demand a
school engineer to remove his Ma-
sonic pin?

"What right have Catholic teach-
ers to hang pictures of the dago pope
in their dressing rooms at the public
schools, and crosses also, and spend
so much time lauding and idealizing
the monks, convents, etc., as those
words come up in the spelling lesson,
and why are they so anxious to have
the school children visit the Catholic
church, and why the catechism after
school hours?"

The letter winds up with the fol-
lowing: "Up with the American flag.
To hell with the pope and his
church."

You will notice that there is no
definite charge that any public school
principal demanded that a school en
gineer remove his Masonic pin; yet if
any principal did that nobody but a
fanatic would agree for a minute that
the teacher had any right to make

any demand at all about the Masonic
pin, and that whether the engineer
or anybody else wore one was none of
the teacher's business.

There isn't even the assertion that
Catholic teachers hung pictures of
the pope in their dressing rooms; al-

though it would be generally agreed
that they had no business to hang
pictures of the head of any church in
any part of a public school building.
And there is no argument in referring w
to the pope as the dago pope or wish-
ing him in hell. It offends those who
believe in the pope and does nobody
any good.

If any of these insinuations are
based on facts the fair thing to do is
to give the facts, including the name
of the teacher, the school and all
about it. That gives a chance to look
the matter up and verify the facts, if
there are facts.

Everybody interested in the public
schools is interested in placing chil-

dren of all nationalities and creeds on
terms of equalty so far as education
goes, and there should be no injec-
tion of any religious creed into the
schools. There is opportunity enough
outside of the public schools for par-
ents to exercise their right to have
their children taught any creed they
see fit

And if any teachers, Catholic, Prot-
estant or Jew infrings on the rights of
the children of all creeds by imposing
upon them any of their creed, the
abuse can be easily stopped by re-

porting the facts. The Day Book will
print facts, but wants to be sure of
them before starting them on their
journey among the people. If we
know what the charges are, and
against whom they are made, we can
investigate and give our readers the
truth. But it is no part of my mis- -
sion to give currency to insinuations
and charges made in such manner
that nobody can investigate and get
the truth.

When I make a statement in this
paper I am responsible for it I am

1 responsible for any statement made
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