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THE PUBLIC FORUM
BLACKLISTING. The blacklist-

ing of actors as cited by Chief Li-

cense Inspector Knight is a fair sam-
ple of what the actor has 6 endure,
should he aggravate incur an
agent's disfavor.

Am glad you have published that
the law governing employment or
theatrical agencies states $2 is the
gross fee that can be charged for se-

curing a job, position or engagement.
None of the theatrical agencies com-
ply with the law in exacting that legal
fee, because by the system exposed
by Mr. Knight in The Day Book more
money can be garnered in.

Mr. Knight says the only hope of
the actor is in "organization" from
such oppression, but he does not say
what "organization"?

Nearly all theatrical agencies are
either owned or managed and have
attaches who display emblems of the
Masonic, Elks, Knights of Columbus
and Knights of Pythias fraternal or-
ganizations that stand for upholding
the laws of the state. Will the mem-
bers of those organizations who are
attaches of theatrical agencies help
in human uplift by complying with
the law on the $2 fee or will they
stand to be stigmatized as rs

by perpetuating a system that Mr.
Knight has exposed. John Doe.

LIKES STEVEN'S DOPE. Have
been a reader of The Day Book since
it was first published and am very
fond of reading letters by Mr. Allen
Steven.

I did not pay much attention to The
Public Forum until one evening I hap-
pened to read a letter by Mr. Steven
in regard to the abortion cases of
Mrs. (Doc.) Eva Shaver. Since then
I have watched faithfully for Mr. Ste-
ven's letters and. think they are about
the best that are printed in The Pub-
lic Forum. He is not afraid to tell
the public just what he thinks and I
give him credit for that
'Was a little disappointed last week

when I did not see an "Allen Steven"
letter, but was very glad to see one
Saturday. Gertrude.

THE DAILY PRESS. If you have
ever seen a small cur barking at the
heels of a large mastiff and noted
the display of marked indifference on.
the part of the mastiff you can prob-
ably imagine the attitude of Chief of
Police Healey toward the constant
yelping of the Chicago Daily News.

Any time that Victor F. Lawson is
not allowed to name the chief of po-
lice we may expect a whole lot of
highly undignified hectoring. For the
past three days in succession the
readers of the News have been treat-
ed to a column or more on its front
page on the subject of gambling in
Chicago. The main object of this is
undoubtedly to bring discredit on the
police department or on the admin-
istration which is responsible for it
No one believes for a minute that the
mere fact that some Iamb has lost $2
in a crap game or has donated a like
amount of his money to some needy
bookmaker is going to cause any loss
of sleep to any member of the Daily
News' staff. One thing is equally cer-
tain, and that is, that there are at
least .999 per cent of tne readers of
the paper that take absolutely no in-

terest in these articles. The public,
in fact, is thoroughly tired of the
pharasaical cant which will applaud
as a leading, law-abidi- citizen the
man who bets $1,000,000 that wheat
is going to advance in price, while it
stamps as a criminal the man who
bets $5 that "Hungry Joe" will win
the Podunk derby.

Henry Watterson, in addressing his
fellow newspaper men, the National
Press club, at Washington, D. C, on
Nov. 17, 1909, said: "Pretending to be
the especial defenders 6f liberty, we
are becoming the invaders of private
right, No household seems any-long-

safe against intrusion. Our
reporters are being turned into de
tectives. As surely as this be nofct
checked We shall "grow; to be objects
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