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THE PUBLIC FORUM
THE PEOPLE'S BUILDING. More

than 5,000 persons who apparently
labored under the delusion that the
city hall is public property and as
such is open to the "citizens of Chica-
go found out otherwise Monday even-
ing when they were denied admit-
tance. Any one not a priviliged char-
acter who attempted to enter met
with rough treatment

About 8:45 a. m. a man, who had
been brutally beaten and was covered
with blood, was literally dragged
down stairs and out of the building
by several policemen amid jeers from
the throng.

Reason, logic and persuasion are
fine, but of what use are they against
the policeman's club? One swing of
the club and the argument is ended.
Are such things not to be resented?
It would seem that when such condi-
tions as these 'prevail and such tac-
tics used by the authorities as were
used in the city hall Monday evening
and have been used in present gar-
ment workers' strike, that in order to
be on anywhere near equal terms the
only recourse the working class has
is to fight with the same weapon used
against them force. F. P.

EVOLUTION. According to Frank
Snith slavery cannot be abolished;
master and slave must both evolve
out of slavery. So to cure poverty we
must wait until the captains of indus-
try evolve generosity. Did Smith
ever reflect that abolition of the law
which upholds the power over a slave
would end slavery without evolution?
Likewise, abolition of the law by
which employers exploit labor is a
true remedy. In short, the evil is
legal, not individual, nor evolutional
The physician does not tell the pa-
tient he must evolve out of a natural
stage of disease; he strikes at the
cause of the ailment, removes the
cause and health results. Remove any
cause and the effects disappear.

Captains of industry never yet and
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never can exploit where labor com
mands full opportunity, that is, the
land. Frank Smith does not really
believe that evolution of generosity
can end poverty while land laws en-

able a few men to withhold land from
labor and collect an always-increasi-

tribute called rent. Generosity
could never develop to a point where
the land monopolist will give up site
rent. He must be forced by a site
tax to be just. C. F. Hunt, 530

Ay.

THOMPSON'S EDICT. The ma-
yor has ordered a closed Sunday. It
is a political stroke. I call it an act
against personal liberty, against free-
dom, for the people of Chicago have
not been consulted.

The order is a victory for the re-
ligious maniacs. They probably ex-

pect that the habitual drunkard will
lead themselves on Sunday to the
churches, where they shall listen to
dry sermons and have immortality or
a free ticket to Heaven promised
them. Reformers hope that drunk-
enness is to be checked by this mea-
sure, but we know the results, it will
drive you to drink. The chase after
the prostitute never checked vice,
but contributed to and scattered it.

I am not a habitual drunkard. I
use no intoxicants, but why should
we be deprived of a little wine or a
glass of beer on Sunday.

The measure will not work reform.
Whisky will be carried in pockets and
the thirsty will thereby solve the
problem. Beer will be stocked in the
homes, for thousands will make pro-
vision 'on Saturday. In the parks
people will be ordering seltzer water
with ice, and whisky will be slipped
in to make a fizz or any combination
of drink.

Political graft will' grow. New jobs
will be created. Inspectors will be.
put on the payroll and the number of
political parasites will increase.

The Thompson
is leaning on the shoulders of Arthur
Burrage Farwell and other moralists.


