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WHO IS THE RICH CHICAGO MAN WHO WOULD
RATHER BE CHARITABLE THAN JUST?

Charity workers are guessing who
is the rich man William 0. Thompson
meant in his speech-vt- p the State
Charities Conf. at Danville Saturday.
Thompson used to be attorney for the
U. S. industrial relations commission
and was law partner of John P. Alt-gel- d.

What he said and the way he
said it made a lot of gossip among
the peddlers of alms to the poor.

"In an industrial matter which
came up in Chicago in which work-
ers in a certain trade were asking for
a living wage," said Thompson, "I
spoke to an acquaintance of a very
rich man in the hope of obtaining
the rich man's aid. I was told it was
no use, because, he said 'This man
would rather be charitable than just,'
and the man has the reputation of
giving the largest amounts to charity
of anybody in the city of Chicago."

Thompson's speech was the
fiercest indictment of the charity
game ever delivered to an audience
of charity workers in this state. He
didn't blame the charity workers so
much as The Stingy Rich who create
paupers by low wages. The savagery
of the European war is matched by
the callous brutality of peace here in
this country where industrial mag-
nates look on and say "I should
worry" while millions "of people
shrivel and die from underfeeding,
bad housing, long hours of work, oc-

cupational diseases. He said:
"Underpay is the source of the

greatest number of paupers. A re-

view of wage statistics from the U
S. census, state reports and special
investigations show constant danger
of pauperism confronts wealth-produci-

workers of this country. '

"Well-know- n men who iave maGe
a study of the subject say that a fam-

ily of man, wife and three children
under 14, requires each year for its
actual subsistence from $400 to $600.
To maintain them as efficient and
normal-huma- beings, however, such

a family requires from $800 to $1,050
a year.

"One-ha- lf the men of voting age in
this country earn less than $10 a
week, two-thir- earn less than $15 a
week, nine-tent- earn less than $800
a year or about $16 a week; while
among women workers two-thir-

earn less than $6 a week.
"These wage conditions grow

worse. Dr. King, statistician Univer-
sity of Wisconsin, says

power of men has declined 8
per cent since 1896 and with women
has declined 10 per cent He says 52
per cent of the families in this coun-
try earn less than $800 a year.

"From these figures it can be eas-
ily seen that a large percentage of
our people, even when employed, are
living in a state of
unable to maintain the standard of
living necessary to life. They are
underpaid from the standpoint of
their actual needs. And the slightest
accident, or other circum-
stance which destroys their earning
power forces them into the pauper
class, as their income does not per-
mit of any preparation against it It
is only the tenacity of life itself the
power of the worker, in case of need,
to call upon the inherited strength
of past generations, which prevents
calamity broadcast over the country.

"Not only in its direct, but equally
in its indirect results, is this a serious
menace to the country. The vitality
and vigor of future generations is ef-

fected and so the sins of the father
shall go down even into the third
generation."

He pointed to the garment work-
ers' strike as a revolt against under-
pay and pauperism and said in effect
that defeat of the strike would be a
victory for low wages and poverty.
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One of the troubles with states-

manship is it doesn't succeed .in
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