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nivance. By heavenr they should
have added, "Go back to the Father,
Son and Holy Ghost. We repudiate
their work, in the name of human
motherhood, science and religion."
R. F. Paine. "-- -

BACK TO LAND. The single tax
is based on value of ground. A foot
of city land in the busy centers has
the equivalent of the value of many
farms in taxing ground value; land
area is not taken into consideration;
the farmers own lots of land, but
not land value. Single tax would en-
courage the use of land; it would
make unprofitable and impossible
speculation in land. The basis of all
land speculation is the expectation of
future rises in land values. Let it be
understood that this future rise
would be taxed in by the govern-
ment, and who would be weeded out
first, the land users or the land spec-

ulators?
If you want to know how the pop-

ulation is affected by our present
wrong taxation system which bur-
dens industry and exempts unearned
income, talk to real estate men,
packing industry salesmen and oth-
ers who have an opportunity to
gauge the effect of high, land prices
on commodities. For instance, the
present high cost of living can be
directly traced to the increased value
of lands, which In farms alone has
amounted to 117 per cent in the last
decade; in city and mining land it
has been much greater. The effect
of this, by raising the prices of ne-
cessities, is to curtail the consuming
power of the people for manufac-
tured products; for instance: Sup-
pose a man's salary is $18 per week;
if you double his house rent and his
grocery and meat bills he will have
just that much less to spend for
clothing, crockery, furniture, amuse-
ments, etc., thus curtailing the de-

mand for these things and helping
to bring about hard times. We have
seen this very condition brought
about Coincident with the rise in
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land values and the consequent rise
in the cost of living, the demand for
manufactured products fell off un-
til we had hard times.

Under single tax wages would
more than double. At present they
are kept down by the surplus in the
supply of labor. People are made
so helpless and hopeless by land
speculation that they will go to work
for almost anything. Give these
people a chance to get at nature for
their sustenance and near the cen-
ters of population, not in the swamps
and arid districts which are falsely
played up as farm lands and for
which the gulhble in the cities are
mulcted by ed land compa-
nies. Also, give those who have a lit-
tle capital a chance at nature and
see what an exodus there would be
of tired wage slaves from the facto-
ries to the land. It would bring down
the cost of living by forcing more
land into use, and only 40, not 90
per cent, of the average wage earn-
er's income would be required
for shelter and food, leaving 60 per
cent for the products of the factory.
This would cause an stim-
ulation of business and bring about
genuine prosperity.

Single tax is the practical method
of bringing about collective owner-
ship of the earth. After we have this
we can proceed to bring about col-
lective ownership of all other natural
monopolies, such as railroads, tele-
graph, etc. J. Weiler, 1736 N. Rock-
well St

SOCIETY UNGRATEFUL I read
a short editorial in the Chicago Amer-
ican headed by the words: "The
world owes you a living the same as
the gold mines owes you gold." That
is all true, for what we obtain we
must earn or take from those who
earn. Everything we need is here,
but it does not come to us without
some hands work to produce it

The world owes no one a living if
we think right, but society owes a
great deal to the useful workers and,- -
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