
JUVENILE PROBATION OFFICER CALLS THE
SOCIAL DEMAND A CHILDHOOD TRAGEDY
"Cursed be the social wants that

sin against the strength of youth."
Quoting TennysoriTMrs. Jane Bar-

nard, juvenile probation officer in the
court of domestic relations, investi-
gator of conditions in homes that are
not presumed proper for the raising
of children, made answer to the query
of a Day Book reporter: "Why are
so many men unable to support their
families?"

"That is the answer," Mrs. Bar-
nard said. "The demands of all
classes of society are such that wom-
en cannot care for their children as
they want to and men cannot earn
enough money to support their fam-
ilies because of the social require-
ments.

"In order to send children to school
mothers must dress them as once
children would have been dressed to
attend a party or the children are
made unhappy by their classmates
and are scoffed at One of the great
tragedies of childhood is the social
demand that brings them into con-
tempt if their parents cannot meet
the requirements of society.

"People who want to attend phurch
must be well-dress- or they are not
welcomed. The man and woman who
are shabby are not made to feel at
home. They may receive the charit-
able patronizing of the congregation
for a while, but even this will cease
and they will be frozen out if they do
not become discouraged before they
suffer the full humiliation.

"That is just a few of the ways the
social wants sin. But it is the social
requirements that are the curse.

"In my childhood a working man
made a small wage and raised a large
family on it. During the civil war,
when, calico was the price of silk to-

day and oil 50 cents a gallon, men
who were making a few dollars a day
raised a famDy of five or six children
and raised them well, but there were
none of the social requirements there

are now. Women made the clothes
for their children and the children
were not made to feel ashamed that
they wore clothes made by their
mothers. Boys could go to school in
little suits made out of father's suit
cut down and no one hooted as school
children hoot less fortunate children
today.

"Mothers cooked for their families --

and squeezed out of every dollar the
full hundred cents that was in it But
when there were guests it wasn't
necessary to buy as much food for
one meal as would ordinarily supply
the family for days.

"If you watch the ragpickers to-

day you will see that they pick up
from discarded things clothes that
would have still been worn for
months in the days when social re-
quirements were not yet felt. Stock-
ings are thrown away that only need
darning. Often clothes with just a
trifling tear that could have been
neatly mended and would have
shown just slightly fall into the pos-

session of the ragpicker.
"It is no longer the proper thing

for a mother to send her little daugh-
ters out with mended stockings or

.to darn the hole that Willie wears in
his knee. It is an evidence of pover-
ty for the child to wear darned
stockings and the social require-
ment is that the child must not show
the marks of poverty.

"It is no longer possible to live as
economically as consistent with the
monev a man can make, for to do so
is to live under a cloud of derision or
pity of one's acquaintances.

"The shoulders of women and men
are bowed down under the strain of
meeting social requirements. A hy-
pocrisy has sprung up in the family
life. The child, knowing its parents
axe going in debt to make it present-
able, feels that any sacrifice must be
justified in order to 'keep up appear- - &

ances.' The woman, realizing that it f
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