
and the speakers at the luncheon
were there to throw some more ght
on the measure, which will be reject-
ed or passed by the council at its
meeting tomorrow afternoon.

Wm. H. Sexton, former corpora-
tion counsel under Mayor Harrison
and now counsel for Handel's, de-

fended the ordinance with the as-

sistance of E. A. Renwick of the
firm of architects who erected the
building.

Miss Harriet Vittum of the Wom-

an's City club and Allen B. Pond,
president of the 'City club, spoke
against it

"This order does not apply to Man-d- el

Bros, alone," declared Renwick.
"It may also be used by Marshall
Field & Co., the Boston Store and
by Rothschild's. I don't think that
the question of sanitation can be
raised here. We have exceeded all
of the safety requirements making it
safe. Mandel Bros, have done every-
thing in their power to make it safe
and we think it is safe."

"The housing committee of the
Womans' City club has protested
against this ordinance because we
want to protest the passage of an
ordinance which wQl legalize the vio-

lation of a law," said Miss Vittum. "I
was a member of the committee
which was shown through the base-
ment by D. F. Kelly, general manager
of the store. I dont think that the
moving stairway stopped as quick as
Mr. Kelly wished and I don't think
that the sprinkler head went off quite
as fast as he thought it would when
a torch was applied."

"A small fire can produce a great
deal of smoke without knocking off
one of those automatic sprinkler
heads," said Pond. "The ventilating
apparatus that can handle a large
amount of smoke has not yet been in-

vented. Stairs will help to create a
' panic in a condition of this sort We
court danger without the warrant of
necessity.

"I was one of those who revised the
building ordinance in 1912. This sec

tion, prohibiting salesrooms more
than 20 feet below the ground, was
passed without debate.

"We are confronting one of the
steady procession of demands of spe-

cial privileges for private individuals.
There is no sound reason for a
change in the general policy and that
is what this should be, but is not It
is not a general amendment as has
been claimed, but a permit for these
basements in existing buildings.

"We have no law when all of the
people want special privilege to vio-

late the law. We elect men to govern
us and then submit them to pressure
for these special privileges. It is a
thoroughly vicious form of govern-
ment This penalizes men who obey
the law by granting permits to those
who violate it"

"Fire Chief O'Connor and Chief
McDonald of the fire prevention bu-

reau says it is safe and I ask you all
to visit this basement before judging
this matter," pleaded Sexton. "The
basement was built in the expecta-
tion of a State Btreet subway. Mayor
Busse was consulted and the store
officials were told to go ahead.

"We have had four things to con-

tend with in trying to obtain justice
in this matter: The anti-loo- p senti-
ment let that rest; the spirit of re-
venge, which isn't fair, and the ques-
tions of the basement being unheal-
thy 2nd unsafe. I do not think that
these later points can be sustained.
I'm sure that a visit to the basement
would prove to you the contrary.

"We can turn this into a children's
playroom; we can turn it Into a
woman's rest room; we can make of
it what we please; but we cannot sell
goods there at retail. Where is the
sense to that?"

Pond closed the debate with a lit-

tle reminiscence. He recalled the re-

mark Chief Horan made to the build-

ing laws committee shortly before
going to his death in the stockyards
fire.

"Gentlemen," Horan said. "We
have enough trouble trying to gefc
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