
deal. Fisher has delivered the goods
to the phone trust He will be well
thanked by them.

"And the cruel thing about this is
the fact that the aldermen won't get
anything out of it. FfiTherwill get
the credit and the fees. The alder-
men are going to get criticism."

Fifty thousand circulars telling the
inside story of the automatic phone
deal will be distributed throughout
the city. This is just a starter. More
circulars will be printed, a house to
house canvas will be made, and a
number of speakers will tell Chicago-an- s

how they may have phone service
for a penny a call by confiscating the
Automatic plant and operating it for
the people instead of for profits.

The circular starts out by saying
that Walter Fisher, att'y represent-
ing Mayor Thompson, and Corpora-
tion Counsel Ettelson are trying to
hand property which really belongs
to the people over to the telephone
interests.

Twice the members of the city
council have ordered the forfeiture
of the plant, says the circular. The
last forfeiture ordinance was vetoed
by Mayor Thompson, "who is sup-
posed to repreesnt the people of Chi-
cago," who appointed Walter Fisher
as special att'y for the city.

"Big business is busy," it con-

tinues. "Tremendous pressure is
being put on the city council in order
that the Bell Phone Trust can have
a complete monopoly on the city of
Chicago. The Automatic company
will be of great value to the city if it
is in our possession in 1918 when the
present agreement with the phone
company expires."

"Phone, write or call on your alder-
men," goes on the leaflet "Act and
act at once. The corporations are
busy. If we want to protect our
property we have to act at once."

The last paragraph is to "The Al-

dermen of Chicago." It reads: "Be-
ware of Walter Fisher's advice. If
this deal goes through Fisher and his
supporters Ilhgc- what they want

the aldermen will get public criti-

cism." j
The league passed a vote of cen-

sure against the aldermen who "be-
trayed the rights of the city" in vot-

ing for the sale of the Automatic
Phone Co. to the Bell Phone Trust
The delegates did more than pass a
resolution. They ordered handbills
condemning the aldermen distributed J
in their wards before election. Offi- - s

of the league were instructed to
give the opponents of those aldermen
what information they had which
might be used against them in the
campaign.

And the delegates didn't stop at
condemning the "wrong" aldermen.
They included, in the same resolu-
tion, a boost for the aldermen who
had voted against the steal and as--
sured them of their support.

Representative Madsen, delegate
from the Painters,' told something he
knew about-Fishe-

"When I was down in the legisla-
ture I was appointed on a committee
to consider three bills directed
against the city by the public utility
corporations. Walter Fisher ap-
peared against those bills. He made
a talk which could not be answered.
Then we adjourned. The legislature
adjourned before the committee
could get a quorum to pass these
bills." And on the way back to Chi-
cago I fell in with two public utility
attorneys. They told me that Fisher
had changed his mind, that he would
no longer fight the bills, which were
fostered by Sam Ettelson, now your
corporation counsel. . Sam has ap-
pointed Walter special corporation
counsel for the city in the phone deal.
Do you see how it works?" jjj

Sec'y Dold read a story from the
Daily News in which organized labor
and its high wage was blamed for
the deficit in the municipal opera-
tion of the garbage plant A num-
ber of delegates condemned the ad-
ministration for its second attack on
municipal ownership and elected to
send Pres. Fitzpatrick and Vice Presf


