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CUT BOOK COST IN HALF
TRUST

A plan to take $100,000 a year from
's, big non-uni- book

publishers, and put it into the pockets
of the school children and taxpayers
of the city is now being boosted by
Chicago Typographical unton.

The school children pay 90 cents
for the geography used in the public
schools today. Rand-McNal- ly pock-
ets a big profit

. Under the proposal of the typo un-
ion, the board of education will make
its own geographies and sell them to
the children at about half the price
which Rand-McNal- ly charges.

A petition requesting the board of
education to take this easy money out
of the hands of the book publishers is
being circulated by the union.

It calls attention to the speller sit-
uation.

Until recently the children were
paying sums averaging .25 cents for
spellers used in the schools. The--

board decided to print its own spell-
ers. The children now get a better
book for 8 cents than they did for 25.

Edwin R. of local
Typo Union No. 16, has prepared fig-
ures to prove that the book trust is
getting away with some big cash in
making the manufacture of school
books. He shows where the city tax-
payers could save by municipal man-
ufacture of books used.

'"The first expense municipal man-
ufacture of school books cuts off is
the selling cost which the big book
publishers must face. This usually
averages 20 per cent of the selling
price. The board could sell the books
without expense. The buyers would

.save.
"A margin of profit between 7 and

12 per cent which the publishers are
jiow salting away would also be. cut
from the cost of school books if the
board were making them.

. "The cost of getting material and
writing the school books would also
6e eliminated if the city were mak- -
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SCHOOL THROUGH
MUNICIPAL PRINTING ELIMINATE
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ing its own books. Teachers of Chi-
cago schools can write better books
than those hired by the book trust.

"The board shops are all union,
too, and the right of workers to or-
ganize is appreciated."

When a sufficient number of peti-
tions have been signed they will be
presented to the board of education
to show this body that the taxpayers
want school books at reasonable
prices. They are tired of coughing
up to the publishing combination of
this city.

The petition reads in part:
"Whereas, The school board has

prepared, copyrighted, published and
put into use one text book a speller

of superior merit both in educa-
tional value and mechanical work-
manship; and

"Whereas, The said book is sold to
the parents of the school children for
8 cents, a sum about one-four- th the
price of the book formerly in use, and
has given complete satisfaction; and

"Whereas, We, the undersigned,
appreciating the efforts of the board
in this direction, desire to see a con-
tinuance of the policy of public own-
ership of the copyright of school text
books; therefore be it

"Resolved, That we petition the
board of education to replace the
present geography (the contract on
which has expired) with a book com-
piled and copyrighted by the board.
The present geography is not satis-
factory in workmanship, price charg-
ed or character of text to the needs of
our children and for those reasons
we desire a change."
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MELLEN TO TELL OF BRANDEIS

Washington, Feb. 11. After excit-
ing session senate

investigating fitness of Louis
D. Brandeis for supreme bench, de-

cided to subpoena Charles S, Mellen
of New Haven railroad, as witness
and adjourneduntil next Tuesday.
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