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Joe Benz, White Sox pitcher, is in

the training camp at Mineral Wells,
Tex., and playing a lone hand. Joe
expects some of the.pitchers and a
catcher to join him, burwill not have
company before next week. Jim Scott
is stopping over in New Orleans for a
few days, where he will work out with
the Cleveland Indians.

It is just as well that Joe hasn't a
battery partner. It means he can't
give his arm any undue exercise this
early in the proceedings by pitching
swift balls. But he can limber bis
muscles hiking around the country
and tossing easy ones to the home
talent

Benz is an earnest ballplayer. He
is of the type that looks on the pro-

fession seriously and tries diligently
to earn the money he receives. When
Joe is not in condition to pitch you
can bank that it isn't his fault

He has been even more aggressive
than ever since the coast trip, when
it was reported that he would be
shipped to the minors. Though he
was just recovering from a long ill-

ness then, and was not counted on
to pitch before the middle of the sea-

son, if at all, he was in shape in six
weeks, and by his mastodonic efforts
erased any idea that he was minor
Qeague meat

Many pitchers, possessing more na-

tural ability than Benz, have failed to
come up to his record because they
did not consider baseball anything
but a pleasure jaunt around the coun-
try. Joe's seriousness is being re-

warded by fine winning percentages
each year and his popularity among

(the fans is assured.
Ever Hammer and Joe Welling are

tprimed for their match tonight in
Neither of these lightweights

anay be destined to reach the
height but each is a regular

scrapper and the fans can rest assur-
ed of some exciting entertainment
when they mix. In this battle they
Siave a grievance to settle, which
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cham-
pionship
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should add to the fierceness of the
milling.

Welling should defeat Hammer, if
past performances count for any-
thing. Joe has more experience and
packs a punch of healthy proportions.
Hammer also has a wallop, and there
is a chance for a knockout by either
man. Hammer was under 136 pounds
this morning, and declared he was
strong at the weight It was more
of a strain for him than for Welling.

Special cars will leave the North-
western depot at 6:50 p. m., and a
special train will be run from Keno-
sha immediately following the bout

New Yorkers are not thrilled over
the fighting condition of heavyweight
champion Jess Willard. Experts there
believe he is far overweight and that
his wind is bad. He must work hard
in the three weeks remaining before
his meeting with Frank Moran in or-
der to overcome these deficiencies.

Willard is getting some publicity to-

day because he floored one of his
sparring partners, but that is old
stuff. Jess did some road work, but
after four rounds of boxing was so
tired that he called it a day's wdrk.

If Jess and his manager, Tom
Jones, are working under the idea
that Frank Moran will be a soft op-

ponent they have a dainty surprise in
store. Moran has been doing some-
thing in the ring while Jess has been
traveling with a wild west show, and
there is no doubt of his improvement
since he stayed 20 rounds with Jack
Johnson in Paris.

He has improved his wallop, polish-
ed his boxing and knows something
about how to deliver a blow on an op-

ponent to get the best results. He
has proven that in two bouts with
Jim Coffey, who, though he is not a
topnotcher, is not to bs despised.

Gradually Cub athletes are drop-
ping into town for the spring training
trip. Mordecai Brown and Mike Doo-la- n

are here and others are expected
daily. Brownie arrived early to get a


