
that the mouthpiece would remain
silent if the big advertisers wanted
something, or that the earpiece
would indignantly be stuffed with
cotton?

"Let us be specific. "In a certain
city there are seven large daily news-
papers that accept advertising. There
are five or six establishments that
hand out most of the advertising.
This advertising totals between two
and three millions of dollars every
year. Without this two or three mil-

lions of dollars most of the seven
newspapers, as they are now run,
would show losses. Some of them
would probably suspend publication.
In other words, this two or three mil-

lions of dollars annually is very
largely the life-blo- of the daily
press in this city that I have in mind.
The publishers of these seven news-
papers have an association, and the
establishments that give them the
several millions every year also have
an association. As far as the people
who live in this city to which I refer
can judge, the two associations seem
to get along pretty well together. The
papers seem to protect the advertis-
ers, and in return the advertisers
protect the papers by refusing to give
any part of the two or three millions
of dollars to any other papers. It is
even a matter of street talk that the
association whose members control
this advertising life-blo- have a
signed and sealed agreement with
the association of publishers that no
competing paper will ever be permit-
ted to grow up in the communityjae-caus- e

it will never be given any ad-
vertising. This sort of thing natur-
ally discourages men who might wish
to give the community a real news-
paper unharnessed. Money doesn't
care to invest itself, as a rule, where
the chances of losing are better than
those of gain.

"Thus there can be no real freedom
of the press in the community re-
ferred to; instead, there is restriction
of the press. Men and measures are
shown to the public through the eye

glasses of a very limited number of
men, whose interests cannot be sym-

pathetic with those of the great mass
of the men and women, many of
whom are being cruelly exploited by
them.

"I believe in freedom of the press,
but if we are to have it there must be
an absolute divorce of news and ad-
vertising. In Chicago we have had
for three years, and more, an expert- - rfgw

ment in an adless newspaper, run
on a commercial basis, for a profit
It is the most important experiment
in public service in America today. If
it succeeds, it will be imitated; and
each fresh imitation in turn must
ring absolutely true to the people to
win its success. This naturally
would spell the doomsday of the big
advertiser's influence on tHe press.

"It is worthy of notice that the
viewpoints of the adless newspaper
in Chicago on men and measures are
generally the very reverse of the
viewpoints of the big newspapers that
accept advertising."

Although the meeting at which the
lieutenant-govern- or spoke was "cov-
ered" by reporters from the big loop
papers, their reports apparently were
"killed" by someone higher up, as
not a single trust paper carried a line
of what Mr. O'Hara said, thus in
actual practice proving up his
charges of a restricted press.

I o o
HOUSE RETAINS THE LITERACY

CLAUSE IN IMMIGRATION BILL
Washington, March 27. By a vote

of 225 to 82 the house today voted
to retain in Burnett immigration bill
clause that is expected to result in
president vetoing it a requirement
that all immigrants must be able to
read and write in their own language. fe

The vote was taken in committee &
of whole on motion by Rep. Sabath
of Illinois to strike out clause.

o o
Jas. B. Forgan, chairman of board

of directors of First National bank,
expected to take witness stand this
afternoon in trial of Wm. Lorimer.


