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MARGARET WILSON A FIGHTER
, FOR PUBLIC FORUM MEETS

By Gilson Gardner
Washington, April 19. The city of

Washington its common folks are
disposed to take off their-Jiat- s to
Margaret Wilson. They like the way
she has been making the people's
fight for the use of their public
schools as forums. So well do they
like her fight that they are disposed
to forget that she is her father's
daughter and take her on the basis
of her own performances.

The scrap has been a real one. It
began back in 1915 when Miss Wil-
son discovered that the national cap-

ital's city schools were operated un-
der an act of congress which actual-
ly forbade their use for any purpose
except classes. She got this law
changed to permit their use as
forums and community centers. But
a joker got into the law which made
such use conditional on the consent
of the board of education. This
board, just to show its continued
power, declined to grant permission
for the Grover Cleveland Forum to
meet in the Grover Cleveland school
Sunday afternoons.

This started Miss Wilson on the
warpath again. She didn't want per-
mission she wanted the right of the
people of Washington to use their
schools when and how they pleased.
They must not go around begging
consent of the board of education or
anybody else. The board balked.
Miss Wilson applied the prod of a
series of meetings every Sunday at
the public library, making a strong
point of the fact that the Grover
Cleveland Forum could not meet in
the Grover Cleveland school. She
got Bob Crosser and a lot of good
radicals in the house of representa-
tives to make speeches also. Then
she got Representative Ben Johnson
of Kentucky, chairman of the dis-
trict committee, to introduce another
bill, giving the citizens a right to use
the schools when and how they
pleased outside of school hours.

This bill was the text for a hearing
before the district committee, at
which Miss Margaret conducted the
case for the Forum legislation and
was unpleasantly heckled by Con-
gressmen Ragsdale of South Caro-
lina and Focht of Pennsylvania. She
held up her end of the scrap and
there is now a good prospect that
she will have the majority of the,
committee behind her in an effort to
force the legislation through the
house.

YOU CAN'T BLAME THE JUDGE
FOR THIS RULING

If a woman has to go out in the
cruel world and work to support her
husband and she gets tired of the job
and up and leaves him, she has a
right to charge him with abandon-
ment and say he drove her out, ruled
Judge Newcomer yesterday in the
court of domestic relations in passing
on the case of Andrew and Mary
Kasto, 2558 W. 16th, bride and groom
of a year.

Mary said that she had to support
Andrew, who loafed on the job most,
of the time since she married him.'
She claimed that he drove her out of
the house with a knife. t

Andrew denied this, but he com-
plained that Mary didn't get home in
time to cook his evening meal and
that he lost two jobs because she
didn't cook for him properly and an-
other because she visited him where,
he worked.

His chief complaint was that Mary-refuse- d

to bear him children because
she said it would prevent her getting
housework to do. ,

Mary said the split was absolute"
and she would never live with Andrew
again, and the judge ordered Andrew
to pay $6 a week or go to jail. ,

Ass't State's Att'y Quirke brought
out the fact that Mary would be a
mother in a fe.w months.
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Members of Navy league saw ex-

hibition at Great Lakes naval station
last night.
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