
Illinois are directed from New York.
Bernard F. Sunny, the president of
the Chi. Tel. Co., and all its Chicago
high men are only dummies who act
on orders from New York.

"The New York men of the Amer-
ican Telephone & Telegraph-C- o. own
97.58 per cent of the stock of the Chi.
Tel. Co. They are the real owners
of the big phone system of Chicago.
They are the men who should be
brought here to tell why they want
to buy this automatic system."

At this point Ralph M .Shaw, at-
torney for automatic company bond-
holders, made good his reputation as
a butter-i- n. He busted out with:

"Augh ! all this sounds like a stump
speech."

"All right, Mr. Shaw," was Mon-
ro's come-bac- k. "By the time we get
through with you there will be some
facts brought out that have never
been heard from the stump in Illi-

nois. '
"The Chicago Utilities Co. is the

owner of the automatic phone sys-
tem," said Munro. "Yet it maintains
a secrecy as to its own operations
which is amazing. I am informed by
utilities commission that this cor-
poration has failed to comply with
the laws through its failure to make
a report to the commission. Here is
a corporation which operates 60
miles of tracks underthe streets of
Chicago, which operates an auto-
matic phone system, and which has
franchises from the city of Chicago.
Yet it has never made a report to
the official regulative boly of the
state of Illinois. We shall ask that
the ownersof the Chicago Utilities
come before your body and tell what
they are doing.

"The Chicago Tunnel Co. is named
in the petition to your commission
as the seller. The real beneficiary
of the sale is the Chicago Utilities
Co., owner of the Chicago Tunnel Co.

"They ask your commission to
sanction a sale of the automatic.
This sale will achieve the destruction
of competition. If the anti-tru- st

laws of Illinois and of the United
States mean anything at all they
mean that this sale is illegal and can-
not be permitted."

Charles Dold and Morton L. John-
son of the executive committee of
the Public Ownership league were
present. Also Att'y Bruce Campbell
for the Kinloch phone system of East
St. Louis; Sec'y W. S. Vivian fo the
U. S. Telephone ass'n; State Senator
O. R. Barry for the Illinois Indepen-
dent Telephone ass'n, and Congress-
man O'Hair for independents at
Bloomington, Paris and Terre Haute.

Attorney Payette Munro, for the
Public Ownership league, will push
questions the league wants answer-
ed by the big financial men who have
engineered the deal by which it is
proposed the automatic phone sys-
tem shall be sold to the Chicago Tel-
ephone Co. These two phone com-
panies ask the utilities commission
to say yes to the sale. Public Own-
ership league asks the commission
to say no. There will be a hearing
of at least two days and maybe a
week. Then several weeks may pass
before the commission hands down
its yes or no in the case.

Att'y Munro says that among other
things to be explained by the men
who want to sell the automatic is the
matter of taxes. The Chicago Util-
ities Co.Towner of the automatic, was
assessed $160,000 by the board of
assessors and board of review for
1915. What Munro wants to know is
why a corporation with capital stock,
bonds and notes running over 0,

and with a property which
the American Telephone & Telegraph
Co. was willing to pay $6,300,000
cash for, should pay taxes on only
$160,000.

The American Telephone & Tele-
graph Co. has gotten the consent of
the state utilities commis&Vn and the
U. S. attorney-gener- al to its purchase
of minority holdings of securities of
the Interstate Independent Telephone
& Telegraph Co. In December, 191S,
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